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.EXHORTATION 


OF A SPANISH CON- 
P VERTED MONKE: 


| (olleded Out of the Spaniſh eAuthours 


themſclues , to reade and peruſe the 
holy Scriptures ; 
Contrary to the Prohibition of the Pope, and 


Chutch of Rome, whoſe Tyranny in this point 
plaincly appeares to eucry mans view. 


With other occurrences of noſmall importance. 
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Tt) THE RIGHT HONO- 
rabl= , and Right Reuerend Fatber 
inGod, Ion x, Lord Biſhop of Lincolne., 
Lord Keeper of the Grear Seale,and one of 


His Maieſties moſt Honourable 
Priuic Counſcll. 


Right Honorable, 
My ſingular good Lord: 


11G S it runnes in our Spaniſh Tongue: 
22 Quicn 4 buen arbol ſe arri- 
074% ma, bucna ſombra le cobija, 
. ran Wt He that retires bimſelfe onder a 
HY \'& 2004 tree , findes both good ſhelter 
—Coa ra and ſhadow: This I Tow found 
| moſt true by my owne experience, 
in that fince my Tooluntary bani/hment out if my natine 
Soile , for the peace and libertie of Conſcience, into this 
flouriſhing Kiugdome , like a poore flranger , being in a 
Labyrinth of worldly cares and neceſſities : It pleaſed 
your gracious Lordſhip , nor onely to oouchſafe mee the 
proteftion of your Fdonourable houſe , but ( chough moſt 
onworthy ) further to conſerre -opon mee many great 
IO «< 4 3 


The Epiſtle IZedicatory. 


and important benefits , ioyned with Noble promiſes , of 
my more preualent preferments , when fit opportunitie., 
ſerued, that I cannot but applie my ſelfe in all the hum- \. 
 bleſt offices within my poore power , to manifeſt there- 

fore ſome due and ronfained gratitude... Seeing ( as 

learned Seneca ſaith ) the beſt returne of a benefit, 
clt grata beneficiz memoria: Wherefore , as it hath | 
Þleaſed your gracious Lordſhip , to countenance, and ſuc- |, 
cour the Author , extend the ſame honourable protei- | 
01 ard defence , to this his poore labour and worke,ex- © 
poſed to the deprauations , and malignities of ſo many 
fowerfull aduerſaries. The Subieft #s Diune, the Te- 
ſlimonies ſincere, and the End Religious and profitable; 
the beames therefore of your honourable and fauourable 
countenance will ſoone d15þell theſe fog ges and vapours, 
Gods true worſhip and ſeruice will bereby bee aduanced, 
' and my ronyworthy ſelfe mo$t highly ſatisfied , if ronder 
the ſhadow and ſafegard , of your bonourable wing , ] 
way but line and die_, 


—_— 
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Your Hogours moſt dutifull, 
chankfull andfaichfall = | 


poore affectionate, 
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TO THE NOBLE 
AND RELIGIOVS ___ 


Engliſh N ation. ALD 


His preſent Treatife, which here 
A I mcane to publiſh and diuulge, I firſt 
& writ and penned in the Spaniſh rongue, 
with an intention to haue benefitred 
herein my owne Nation, and ſuch as 
were in a way, toembrace Gods linceri- 
tic and tructh ; which notwithſtanding could take no 
effe&, by reaſon I wanted fit meanes and conueniencie, 
to print it in the Spaniſh : and then on the other ſide, 
ſome ſpeciall friends both mooued and perſwaded me, to 
Tranſlate it into Engliſh, and publiſh it in my owne 
name, forthe better ſatisfa&tion of this Noble and Reli- 

ious Nation, bothin regard of what they may feare and 

oubt of in me, as alſo in regard of what I deſire to ma- 
nifeſt, and make knowen & impart to this whole Nation; 
That as God hath vouchſafed me the {ingular grace and 
fauour, to diſcerne and embrace the trueth of this Apo- 
ſtolicall Church and Do&rine ſo I hope, the ſame mer- 
cy and grace, will cuer be ready at hand, to fortific and 
ſtrengthen me againſt all humane debilities, thar if iuſt 
occaſion be offered, I may moſt conſtantly perſeuere in 
the ſame to the end, and be prepared (if God ſo ordaine) 
to ſcale and confirme it with my deareſt blood. And 


though there hauc beence ſome, who after their illumina- 
tion, \ 


To the N oble 


tion, and profcſhon of this Tructh, haue wittythe dopge, 
returned to their vomite z yet the ike ought not to bee 
cenſur'd and 1dged of all : For /ks his being wicked 
and a reprobate, were no iuſtreaſon to condertine the 
reſt of the Apoſtlesz and ſo rhough one Engliſh-mau 
ſhould be the occalion of the vntime!y death ot another, 
yet were it no reaſon hereupon , = 

tred to the whole Nation : Vherefore, it muſt needs ar- 
gue either a weake, or depraued Iudgement, by the apo- 
itacie of one, to preſage and expett the like " La all 0- 
thers. Conſidering, that though there haue beene ſome, 
who haue reuolted, yer many hikewife there haue beene, 
who haue perſeucred conſtantly cucn to death. From 
whom, being good men, we ſhould rather preſume of 0+ 
thers ſtabilitie and perſcuerance, then from the orher ro 
conclude ill of all, by reaſon of the crrour and lenitic of 
ſome : Since Chriſtian charitie (que non cogitat malum) 
obligeth vs ro the ſame : and in thatiris onely God, who 
affoords the ſpeciall grace of perſcucrance (cuen as hee 
was the Authour of a good beginning) whoſe power is 
no leſſe amongſt Italians and Spaniards, thenitis ouer 
other Nations; and wha alone is able, and willing, ex /a- 
pidibas, ſ"ſcitare filios Abrahs : whereuntoletme alfo an- 
nexe this farther, (that I may modeſtly afirme ſomewhat 
in behalfe of my owne particular nation) very fewe Spa- 


niards at any time haue beene found, (I ſpcake of thoſe 


that are learned and vnderſtanding) that ener renounced 
the Chriſtian faith,which they hauc once entertained and 
embraced, as it may moſt apparently be aucrr'd and proo- 
ned by many zealous and learned men, which have beene 
and ayly are tormented, and expoſed to the fire by thar 
cruell and tyrannicall Court of the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 
far maintaining and defonding Chriſtian verity and wuth, 
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noi atton, 
fo fearefull and terrible a death, together with the iniury 
herein done both to themſclues and their friends, hauin 
no power to ſhake their conſtancie, ina Religion which 
they haue profeſſed and vndertaken. Thar this is true 
and infallible, it may be obſerued in more then a fewe 
Churches of Spaine , wherein many Sanbenitos are han- 
ged vp (which are not like thoſe Saces beneditt inthe pri- 
mitiuc Church,impoſed-vpon true and deuoutpenitents, 
but rather Sacce maled;i#i) which are certaine written Ta- 
bles, wherein are regiſtred the death, and puniſhment of 
ſuch good Chriſtians, whom they haue expoſed to a re- 
prochfull and ſhamefull death for this Religion, which 
they terme Caluinian, or Lutherane, And were it not for 
this bloody and crucll proceeding of the Inquilition, the 
Pontificall Religion would at this day be ſoone baniſhet 
out of Spaine, and in ſtead thereof, by Gods afhſtance and 
furtherance, true Religion planted and eſtabliſhed ; as 
Door Tteſcas plainely auerres : while he much laments 
and gricues, for the ſmall number of Chriſtians art this 
day. In Spazne (ſaith he) what ſhould we now haue been, 
if rhirteene yeeres lince, the diabolicall conſpiracies of 
(a\alla and Conſtantinohad not beene diſcouered, Theſe ylleſeas 1s 
infernall conſpiracies, whereof this Authour ſpeakes, ?"efac0nyar-! 
were (tothe great heart-griefe, both of himſelfe and all 5991/99e 
other Papiſts) the pure and ſincere profeſſion of true b/forie Portis 
Chriſtian Religion. This (4za{ (of whom this Author fealyy Caths- 
ſo infamouſly reports, eucry one ſpeaking as hee is him- © 
ſelfe) was a Do&or of Diuinitie, of ſingular vertue and 
vnderſtanding, whoin the yeere 1557. was burnt in Yalo- 
dlid, for the Proteſtant Religion, together with his mo- 
cher, brothers, and fiiters, and a Knight of ſpeciall good 
quality ,called Don Carlos, as alſo the Marques of Poza 
lonne, and many others, were excecdingly.aMidted-and 
b perſecu- 
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lumne I haue 
ſeecne with 
mince owvne 


eyes. 
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perſecuted: the houſe, whither oy vſed daily to repaire 
to heare the word of God, was raſed downe, and ſowed 
with ſalt, that it mighr ncuer be reedified : and in the 
middeſt of this houſe , they ſet a marble pillar, for a me- 
moriall, that there faichfull Chriſtians (whom they call 
Hereges Lutheranos) were woont to allemble. Conftantino 
alſo was a Door of as profound and great learning, as 
Spaine_in many ages had brought forth. Hee was prea* 
erand Confellor to that renowmed Emperour Charles 
the fift, and by this meancs, if he had affeRed it,he mighe 
haue riſen to very eminent dignities ; but all this he reie- 
fed and contemned, (as a man that made no account of 
theſe worldly honours)and went to Sexi{/z, where he was 
taken by the Inquiſition, and dying there, his body was 
afterwards burned by order of the {ame Inquiſition. His 
followers (whom this Author ſpecifies) were very rare 
men, both for their learning and lives, who oppoſed 
themſelues, and in Pulpits publikely preacht againſt the 
tyranny, dottrine, and proceedings of the Pope, and the 
Inquilitors ; explaining fincerely ro the people,the trueth 
of Chriſts ſacred Goſpel, to ſuch wonderfull benchr and 
emolument of all the fairhfull, that in the ſame time, a- 
boue eight hundred were taken and impriſoned for this 
cauſe, by the Inquiſition, onely within the compaſle of 
the Citic of Seai{{a.Some of them wererich people,and of 


- very good quality, both men and women; among which 


number,was Don /#4n Ponce de L:on,brother to the Counte 
de Baylen , and couſin to the Duke of Arcos, a Gentleman 
eltionleſle of ſingular pictic and integritie; and the La- 

y Joana,wife to the Lord of Hizuera,whom,preſently af- 
ter her child-bearing, the Inquilitors expos'dto a torment 
called de/ Burro, in the caſtle of Triana, and the torment 
was ſo great, that ſhe died ghereof: for the cords pierced 
euen 


:ngliſh Ne ation, 


cuen to the marrow bones of her armes, her thighes and 
kegges; and in this her afflition and torment,they caried 
her backe againe ro priſon, in a maner dead, ſhe vomiting 
blood our of her mouth in great abundance, her very en- 
trailes being rent and torne : in the end, ſome eight dayes 
afrer theſc rorments, ſhe died, hauing no body neere, or 
about her, no not ſo much as a damolell, who a few da 
before, was cruelly handled and tormented as her ſclfe 
was. Many of this number thus impriſoned and taken, 
wereafterwards burned, which they did, by twentic and 
twenty at a time; thereſt were molt barbarouſly and in- 
humanely entreaced ; the houſe where they congregated 
was defac't, and vſcd after the ſame maner as that of (- 
zalla was in Valladolid. Let the courteous Reader peruſe 
that religious and learned mans worke, Cyprian de Yalera, 
in his peculiar Treatiſe of the Authoritie of the Pope, 
wheacke relates theſe perſecutions moreat large : Andro 
a booke entituled , Inquiſitzo Hiſpanics, written firſt by a 
Spaniard in Lartine, & afterwards tranſlated into Engliſh, 
where both theſe, and many other ſorts of torments are 
deſcribed, wherwith they perſecute the faichfull in $paine. 
But that which hath beendeliuered, ſhall ſufiſe me at this 
time : whereby it may appeare, thatifit were not for the 
triKneſle of that rigorous Inquilition,there would excec- 
ding many and faithfuil good Proteſtants, daily manifeſt 
and reucale themſclues ; and yet notwithſtanding che 
ſame, andalltheir cruelties vſed, there are in many parts 
ſome: all which may iuſtly excite a charicable and tauou- 
rable conſtruftion of hols, that leaue thoſe Kingdomes, 
and repaire into other Dominions, that they may there, 
with all Chriſtian liberty, truely worſhip and call vpon 
Gods holy Name. And ler none be ready to reproch vs 
(as many vie to doe) with a Bilhop of Spalats, or ſome 
b 2 other 
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othe Noble Engliſh NC ation, 
other famous Impoſtor, and ſubtill Spic ; for God forbid 
we ſhould all be made of the ſamemercall : for as the Spa- 
niſh prouerbe ſaies, Todos los Jedos de la mano,no ſon yeuales; 
There's difference betwixt one man.and another. Beſides, 
the many and lingular commodities we haue beene ready 
toleaue and forſake in our owne Countreys,and the innu- 
merable troubles, pouertics,diſcontentments, and diſtaſts 
that we mect withall in forreine parts, yeeld no weake nor 
ſlender teſtimony, that God doth graciouſly intend to fi- 
niſh the good worke he hath already begunin vs. Andin 
my opimon, a man hath no reaſon to forbeare the doing 
of good to another, in that he is fearefull and miſtruſtfull 
of his doing ill; becauſe inthis caſe we ought nor ſo much 
to reſpe&the perſon whom we benefit, as himy for whoſe 
cauſe we are moou'd to any commileration of pity ; and- 
this is God. Neither inlike maner, is ita good and com- 
mendable courſe, for the arttrating and bringing of a man 
to\any good, and ro abett and __ his perſcuerance 
therein, to draw backe our hands trom his relicfe and ſuc- 
cour;for this were enoughin them vnſtable, and nor inu- 
red and habituared , in afflitions and calamities, to make 
them murmure with the Iſraclires in the wilderneſle, and 
rocry out againe after the fleſhpots of Egypt: Although 
for my part, | am confident by Gods afhitanceand grace, 
notwithſtanding all worldly contrarieties, that I ſhall ne- 
uer conſent or yceld to ſo odious a Renunciation, as be- 
ing, I thanke God, well inſtruted and prepared and pra- 
Aiſed, and hope ſoro continue in this maine point and 
maſter-peece of Chriſtianitic, that, per multas tribulation 
nes & calamitates, oportet nos ingredi regnum Det, 


To 


i o the C hriſtian Reader, 


>” GI Ll the beatitude & felicity of man,conſiſteth in 
i= = the not failing to chuſe aright that quhich moſt 
WS cicerneth him, and to diſcerne what it u he re- 
lnqu ſth, and what it us hee imbraceth ; and 
| his the Philoſophers call prudence, which i de- 
fined to be refta ratio rerum agendarum, and teacheth a man 
zo order all his attions by the rules of reafgn : There is a worlaly 
wiſedome and a c:leſtiall wiſedome z the firit hath the earth for 
4ts ſcope and obiedt ; the ſecond aymes at heauen. Some mens 
lines are full of errours and blurres , beth in corporall and [þiri- 
tuall matters ; other mens comportments are diſcreete and com- 
mendable : the difference floweth from the qualttie of the per- 
ſons whereof ſome are prudent , others are _ : the one 
ſort faſteneth on that which is good , the others grope euen as 
blinde men at mid-day. If aman erre in temporal things, the 
dammage # not great; for all ſublunary occurrences are of ſmall 
conſequence and to miſcary in aſl:ght affaire imports little. Fer 
hicerrouy ts repatrable , in that there « ancther life ;, but if a 
man erre in matter of eterns:y,which is for ever permaneat,ard 
incapable of any amendment or alteration; this ts the greateſt 
detriment a man can imceurre_. For the declining whereof, 
God hath giaen the ſacre1 Scripture, the onely meanes 80 know, 
wnderitand , and diſtingwſh which ts the trac, and which the 
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falſe Religion, vhat kinde of worſhip,and manner of ſermice and 


honour hee -nioyneth and approoues of, and what hee inhibt- 


teth and deteſterh: but Sathan , the father of lies , and author 


'of darkenes , perceining that by this way alone, his fraud is aiſ- 
enulled , his darkeneſſe d1fipated, awd the vanity on which his 
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To the Reader. 


kinglome is grounded luculently detefted , whence reſults his 
emment ruine. Finding by the long experience of his loſſes,th:t 
ſuch miſerable men as he hath capt u.ted untodeath and bound 
with the chaines of ignorance and blindneſe , being irradiated 
with this h:anenty light , doe eſcape out of his priſon, and are_ 
tranſported into the liberty of the ſores of God. Hence it 
comes to paſſe that though by the quality of his peruerſe and cur- 
ſed diſpoſition, he abominates and perſecuteth all the means that 
ten to the good and ſaluation of mankinde, yet with more ſin- 
gular diligence,and extraordinary violence, he hath euer 0ppo- 


ſed,ty will neuer intermit to reſiſt (until God altogether bridle 


him wp )the bookes of ſa:red Writ. Now among#t all the perſecu- 

tions and wars whi:h he hath ſtirred wp agamſt it, that which 

the Church of Rome by the interuention of hu truſty Agents, 

the Pope of Rome and the Inquiſitors of Spaine , doth at this 

day proſecute againſt it , is, without all compariſon , moſt tran- 

ſeendent and cruel. For(to omit theſe other infamous aſperſions 
they catt ypon it ) there being allowed, in thoſe countreys where 

the Inquiſition reigneth , an infinite number of bookesrepleate 

with a thouſand blaſphemies, ſuperiitions, deluſions, lyes, diſ- 

honeſties , and turpitudes , to the great preindice and deſtru- 

tion of numberle/ſe ſoules , they prohibite the reading of holy 

Scripture unto the common 7-5 mp exiling it from them, 

and moſt ſhamefilly calumning 1 to bre the cauſe and occaſion of 

errours , and the inſtigatrix tovice, It is true , that Pius the 

fourth gaue order to the Biſhops and Inquiſitors , that with the 
conſent of the Parſon, or Conf*ſoor, they ſhould licence the rea- 

ding of Scripture in the vulgar tongue, toſuch a5 could reale it 

with fruit: Hereby intimatin 094 that not obſcurely that his 

meaning w4s not , that they ſhould reade it, who were incited 
thereunto by adeſjre of knowing an1 inquiring into the tr ueth, 
but onelyſuch as by auricular confe({ton their courſe of life , and 
behuwiour, had giuen ſufficient teſtimony , that they were moit 
obſtinate Papitts,and ſuch as had ſworne onto the Popes words, 

Bs 
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To the Reader. 


4s © Butlet the beneuolent Reader obſerue that all that was granted 
:t 3 byPius, wereit muchor little , yet ſomuch as hee permitted, 
id * hath beenallabrogated and annibilated by a Bull of the moſt nt 
d | gentle Clement the eighth of infamous memory , as may bee 

[ ſeene in Caſtigatione indicis librorum prohibitorum z cox- 
is Þ formablywhereunts are interditted all the holy Scriptures in 
= 7 thewulear tongue , in the Catalogue of prohibited bookes made 


it _ by the (ardinall Quirogua, in hu [ixt rule ; as alſo in that re- 
j= * centonecompiled bythe order of Caraenal Bernardo de Rojas 
» and Sardoual , in the fourth Rule : and yet not thus content, 
ls _ theſaid mmiitersof Sathan, ſend into all parts their familiars 
- ** (whichare other nicarnate deuils, of inferiour authoritie to 
h them,but of no leſſe cruelty and ſagacitie ) who night and day 
;, goe from houſe to houſe , an1 from c:mpany to company ,preten- 
is ding themſelues to bee friends and familtars withall, being in 
Jo tructh enemies and familiar deuils, And by this meanes they 


's knowe and diſcouer if there bee any,that flying the contagion of 
diſſolute bookes , betake themſeluvs to the Santtuary of the holy 


'e 

p Seriptures , labourimg to reade themin the vulgar tongue, be- 

- cauſe th:y vnderſtand not the other languages im which they 
bs are compoſed , if they tike 8 Lay-man that's skill'4 onely in the 
y Spaniſh with this Diuine booke in his hands , it were better for 

7 im, they had ſurprized him coyning falſe money, or machina- 

f ting ſome notable treaſon againſt his Prince or naturall Coun- 

p trey, for that his offence and rebellion ſhould be leſſe cruelly cha- 

p ftened, then the reading of haly Writte in the mother tongue is 

- wont to bee, 

t This great truculency and unheard Tyranny of the Pope and 
; Inquiſitors , the deplorable bl:naneſſe , and the lamentable ſer- 

{ wrtude of thoſe that are ſubiett unto them, eſpecially of thoſe of 
, I my Nation,haue cauſed me to tike 1p mypenne ,to ace that m 

1 my owns language , which many graue and r:ligious Doctors 

7 haae happily accompliſhed in other tongues , to the wonderous 


and plentiful benejit of the faithful ; to wit , to enince and 
point 
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To the Reader. 


print out as with the finger, the preciſe neceſitie and oblieation 


that all ſorts and conditions , both of men an4 women hane to 


reade and medizate on the holy Seriptures, whether they be rich 
or poore , learned or unlearned , ſmall or great ones ; and that 
not onely if the Prelats permit it,bat alſo thouzh they ſhould all 
- enhibit: it. The reaſons and arguments which I will alleadge 
for thus purpoſe,are either drawne word for word,or ala, 
neceſſary conſequence_) out of Spaniſh bookes (two or three La- 
tine bookes excepte1) all which are imprinted in Spaine with 
priutleige,and (as you may ſee in the Frontiſpice of all df them) 
haue been examined and approoued,not by one, but by many Do» 
ftors, and not by the leſſe but by the moſt learned men , and not 
by thoſe that were the leaſt, but the greateſt P apiits; ſo that enc- 
ry good Catholiqu? Romane, eſpecially if he bee a Spaniard may 
reade and peruſe this my booke without any ſeruple of conſcience, 
and cannot chuſe but gine credit to what he readeth in it. My 
intendement h:rem hath been to gratifie my Nation , as alſo 
that forreine nations , which profeſſe_-the true Religion and 


faith , and particularly the Noble Engliſh Natiow , in which _ 


ER more then in all the reſt, and to which I [land more 
obhged then to all others nay ſee that the ſtrength of the truth 
we maintaine, #s ſo forcible, that mangre all the power of Hell, 
Pope and Inquiſitors, it u manifeſted (7 diuulged by the mouth 
of ts enemies. And this will be more per ſpicuous in theſe other 
Trattates , which if Go4 wvouchſafe me hu Dinine grace , and 
my neceſitie and pouertie affoord me time, place,and tranquil. 
tie, 1 will bring to light. In which | will prooue,by authorities 
T haut already gathered out of Spaniſh Authors and Bookes, the 
principallpoints of our Engliſh Religion againſt the Romane, 
God grant it may all be to the honour of his holy Name,and edj- 
fying of his Charch which ſhall be the maine remuneration and 
guerdon I moſt deſired of the labour 1 beſtowed in this Worke, 


andthe reſidue 1 purpoſe to imprint hereafter; which how great + 


it hath been, iudicium fit penes doos. 
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That all the faithfull, ein be chei 

profeſsion and condition , are preciſely ,\ _ 
obliged to Reade and Meditate the 2. 

Dinite Scripture. \ > 0: ine 17, 


TR) the lbine: authorities out of Scxiprure- 
M(@ it felfe avcrre, the which 
NÞ gcd by the $ pahiſh Aut -iri 
@ the Margin. Bleſſed (ink the Fatt 


a h3 are they who diligently meditate wpon- dintne 
Neg: To baths God by the ceinngay of chem dn? 
andſexrth ( faith Chriſt our Lord') #e © Seviptures , for Wy 2 .- 
teftifie of. mee : Hereunto alludes that of Dettteronomie; 

Chap. 22. cAske thy father,and hee will declare unto thee cnn 
thy anceſtors, and they will tell thee, For as to j — 
eloquently teacherh, The writings and Scriptures whe 

wee ſhould knowe and karne; areno other theh the Pro. 

phets, Enabgelifts, and: Apoſtles, whoſc Bookes wee all 

enioy. And to'theſe, ſaith'S. Paul, (as Facher Serp; obſer Serpi m eltra- 
ueth this ſiying ) wee muſt approach ro gather learning <2 = 
and profit from therh. Bit that of H5/es rrafiſcendet pode | 
ll theſe teſtimonies ( as Father Lays de Granada tioteth)) Graeetemet 
a5 the hoſt —_— and ptegninrone ro eonvinice dl! IE 
nfs a, S, phaving' ounded Stecind & F 

jt OT er Spe arp 
'nthi ſet "1 Phorſh ity ten E 
them to'thy thillyvin; and ag whe of Vhein when? a 


2 
in thy houſe , and when thou icarnyeft ; when thou goeft to bed 
aud when thouriſeſt vp againe , thou ſbalt faſten them as a [ig- 
net to thy hind, and they ſhall bee, and mooue before thine eyes, 
and thou ſhalt write themin the galleries and portals of thy 
houſe. With what other words ( wee may ſay with Gra- 
nada) could the conſideration and ſtudic of the Law haue 
been better exemplified; and as if all this had been little, 
in the 11. Chapter of the ſame Booke, hee againe recom. 
mends itto vs in the ſelfe ſame words, (a thing which ſel- 
dome happens in the Scripture) ſo great was the care of 
this heauenly man (who ſpake with God face to face) de- 
fired wee ſhould hauc to be afſiduous in the Law of God, 
as who well vnderſtood how much wee were bound fo 
todoe, and the ineſtimable fruits and benefirs that would 
follow of it. The ſame God that without making diffe- 
rence of Sexe, age , or qualitie, enioyned all to reade the 
ſacred Scripture, did likewiſe ordaine that it ſhould be di- 
uulged in all languages, that all might haue the fruition 
of it. Sodoth the —_ Father , Lays de Leon, confeſle 
itin theſe words, Thar God compiled the holy Scrip-. 
tures with very plaine words, and in a language which 
was vulgar and familiar tothem , ro whom hee hiſt gaue 
them. And when fro them,togerher with the true know- 
ledge of Ieſus Chriſt, this treaſure was transferred 'and 
communicated to the Gentiles, hee cauſed them to bee 
explicarcd into diuers tongues, and almolt into all thoſe 
which atthat time were moſt generall and common , thar 
they might bee obuious and familiar vnto all. And to ra- 
tifie the trueth- hereof, wee reade that S. Hierome tranſla- 
ted it into his mother tongue, which was the Dalmatique: 
And John (hryſoſtomeinto the Armenique tongue. Y1phi- 
las a Gotiſh Biſhop into the Gotiſh tongue , as Door 
Prades relateth of all the'three, bn, Prelate of Seaul, 
tranſlatcd ic intothe Arabiquezas Father CAfariaus _ 
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7 erh;zwho ſaith, that the ſaid Prelate did it with intendment 1j.cjans ts 
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to promote the increaſe of all Chriſtians , and helpe the bifwria do ZE 
Mores ,for that the Arabique tongue was of ordinary vie ?*nn*%%7: 

3 fone primers 
among all. And hce addeth that thereare ſome copies of 
this tranſlation which hane been propagated to our times; 
being yer extantin ſome places of "__ And the ſame 
Marian (aith , thatthe King, D. Alonſothetenth , procu+ ,,,,, zum 
red the holy Books of the Bible to be tranſlated into Spa» wbag.up.7e 
niſh. Would to God the molt mighty Philip rhe fourth 
would command the like worke now. Holy Scripture 
hath been imprinted many other times in the Spaniſh 
tongue,and ſo-netime in the Valencian tongue , as the rea- 
der may ſee in the exhortation which the maſt learned 
and religious Cypriane de Yalera made , inducing to reade 
iez which accompanieth the verſion which hee with great 
labour and ſtudic made, and cauſed to bee imprinted, 
which is the. laſt time (that I knowe) it hath been printed 
in our tongue. I would it might pleaſe God thar it were 
turned into all languages, as alſo into our Spaniſh , he,in 
whoſe hands are the hearts of Kings , can moouethe Ca- 
tholike Kings, to permit vnto our Countrey men the 

» Spaniards, the fruition of this invaluable treaſure , forthe 
forcſaid pious Gentleman , for the good of our Nation 
imploye way whole yeeres labour in the ſaid tranſla- 
tion, whichin the judgement af all the learned isa very 
excellent one. 

Alſothe tructh of the former propoſition appeareth(to 
wit,that all the faithfull arc obliged to reade and ruminate 
the holy Scripture,) in thatthe holy DoRors and ancient 
Fathers exhortes all thereunto. Father Puente doth ,L out 
clearcly teach this , as you may ſecin the place quoted in jel a9h, 
the Margenr. So likewiſe Father Prades docth openly rm > 
confeſſe it, though hee adde that notwithſtanding this, furisdeis 


the Carholike Church,to wit, the Romanc,did raciew de (as 
' : A 2 _—_— Imagens, 
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WV and holily in prohibiting the vulgar to reade the Scrip3 
+ tute;that you may ſce how the Papiſts eſteemed the au- 
+»... thoriticof the holy Doors , when they ſpeake (which 
—_—_—— they-ofedoe)againft their crrours and tyrannies, Luys ds 
Ls x. tart. dels Grade approones our propoſition ; and in proofe of it 
nrroduccion alleagerh that which S. Hierom wroteto a Virgin, by name: 
[[ «Symbols. Demetria, recommending to her the reading of ſacred 
Hiero.ad De. Scripture :- and giues the ſame aduice to S. Paula, and 
Jn yeelds this reaſon of it, thatthe true nouriſhment of the 
foule, is ro meditate day and night on the Law of the 
q Lord,and. S. Berxard writing to his ſiſter, perſwades her 
{Bernard «4(* co this ſtudy; declaring vnto her particularly the fruits and 
bene vivendi, effets of this good reading. And S. Paul counſelleth his 
£0. diſciple Timothie, who was full of the holy Ghoſt, tharrilk 
hce.came , hee ſhould bee exerciſed in reading the holy 
| Scriptupe,v/hich Timothie had learned from a childe, Fa- 
F 'Torres!ib.z5, ther Torres is of the ſame minde with Granada; and brings 
| cx.2.4:4: Pbi- to ratifie his opinion almoſt the ſelfe ſame examplesand 
Ml. RN teſtimonies which the other did; and addes that S, Fu/gen- 
" — Fiugrecommends the foreſaid ſtudyof Diuine Scripture, 
1 png. eif. vnito Th:odoret the Senator; Of S.Hierome Father Guſman 
q | recordeth,that he wrote'to a Father,and in another place * 
m__cs toa-mother, that they ſhould enure their daughters to 
© mes del h»weftlo reade and vnderſtand the holy Scripture. Gregorie Nati- 
' Srabejo fol,24, anzenc ( (aith Father Reynoſa ) adviſed out of his great ex: 
| = letendcine perience,thatthe Bible ſhould never part outofthe heart, 
"he og nor out of the mouth, nor out of the vnderſtanding, nor 
| 224 = out of the tongue , by reaſon of the admirable benefits 
| !| | Chrifene, wkicreatectatel from the aſhduous. vſe of it, = 
_\{0bev © $: Chryſoftome amongſt all thereſt ofthe Fathers,is've- 


- mo this point, and particularly in} his third 
all 
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; 
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| rmonthar hee made of Lazarw, where heanſwereth to 
EE the obictions that the Papiſts at'this'day make a- 
$, © © | '- gainftthe frecand vulgar vie 'of the Bible.” The Reade? 


"i may 


4 
's 


7 may pleaſe to peruſe the Exhortation, which moſt fear- 
” ned and godly Cypriano de Yalexa made, to perſwade men 
© eo reade continually the holy Scriptures, where hee ſhall 
+ find the maine'and principall ſumme colle&ted , of what- 
| i ſocuer $. Chry/oſtome delivers in thatplace, © 
> Belides that formerly deliuered, we doe prooue;the pre- 
ciſe necefhitic and obligation , wherein all the fairhfull 
- ſtand bound, to readethe holy Scriptures,becanſe it the 
Primiriue Church and many ages after,all ſorts of people 
did -(o, andit was counted a great offence , notto reade 
them : and that this 'reading was very behoonefull and 
profitable for them, the moſt learned Door Leow afs, 
ftirmes molt clearely,faying; In che firſt ages ofthe Primi» 1ogo de tos nom- 
- tive Church, and many yeeres atrer ,/it was eſttemet 1 bred Criſs, 
great fault in the faithtull, not to be often converſatir-in 
; the peruſing and reading of the Divine Bookes {and Ec- 
 edfinſticall men, and thoſe whom weeall Secular',*both 
learned, and vnleatned, forthis reaſon, treated! (&:tmiuch 
of this exerciſe and ſtudy, thar the carefulnefſe herein of 
the vulgar ſort, ſtirred vp ini Biſhops and Pretates, a grea- 
ter ſtady and practife inthe fame; who ordinarily in their 
{ Churches, ia manner cuery day, expornded the'ſecred 
Scriptures to the people , becauſe the particular reading 
of them by cuery onein their houſesyby the light of chat 
publike doQrine , 'being illuminated, and'gonerned as it 
were by their Maſters and Teachers'v6ice; mighr be free 
from etrour, and be'a'cauſe of the greater an more im- 
! portant benehtz which in very deed was ſo great, #s that 
1 order and gouernment was religious and zealous, and the 
; fruit was anſwerable to their fowingiof the ſeede.' And 
' Maſter Pradey confeſſeth az much in' this poine, a$ Leon, 
: intheſe words ; Inancient times the holy Scripturts'were 
ded ro rhe prople inthe viilgar'tongae /rhatTo 
all forts of pe@ple might reade them: 3 the Which-was ve- 
A A3 ry 


(2) 
ry profitable, and as ſuchapprooucd of many holy and 


very learned men. 

Tharthe ſaid Reading of the holy Scriptures, prooued 
Prades ene! vcry profitable, many Spaniſh writers affirme and con- 
Protegoce:4 feſſe: bur amongſt all thereſt, Father Torres auerres the 
has imogines {ame admirably, with wonderfull examples of many who 

were-curd and reform'd by the ſame. The which I will 

Torre Gb,25.de heere exprelſe and ſer downe with all poffible breuitie, 
bs =; that the propounded veritie may more euidencly appeare. 
cop, The fil example produced by Torres, is of the Eunuch, 
ſeruant to Cardaces Queene of Erhiopia,, who by the 
meanes of reading the Prophet Eſazas, atrain'd ro the 
knowledge of Chriſtian veritic. The ſecond is, of S. Eu- 
enia, who deliring to be aſlurd of the infallible know- 
Rs of her ſaluation, the Epiſtles of S. Pau/cameto her 
hands, (this would not haue happencd to her if thee had 
beene in Spaine) vpon the dofrine whereaf. ſhe.conſide> 
ring and meditating, ſhein ſuch ſort grew to diſcouerthe 
falfities and deceits of the Gentiles, and the veritie of 
Chriſtian wiſedome, that ſhe was not onely conuerted to 
the faith aud beliefe of our Lord , but further, ſhee was 
martyred in defence, and for the confefhon of the ſame. 
The third example that he propoundeth is , of thar illu- 
ſtrious Domzne, who wasa Martyr of Icſus Chriſt ; who 
being a Gentile, noleſſe prudent then honourable, and 
being:broughrt vp in the Palace of the Emperour tMaxi- 
mian, by chance ſhe met with a booke of the ſame Epi- 
ſtles, and with the Hiſtory written by $. Zuke,of the Ats 
of the Apoſtles; in whoſe dottrine, the diſcoucred the er- 
rors of Infidelitic ; and fo ———— a Chriſtian, ſhee 
embraced a crucll death, to keepe poſlefhion of that ſhee 
had vndertaken. To the former. examples he addes this 
other, of that moſtilluminated S. <Aug»uſtive, who being 
plunged in a thouſand doubts and ambiguities, it u_ 
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7 Gid vnto him , Tale & lege: Take and reade : and hee 0- 
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© ircame, hee tooke the Egiſtles of the Apoltle, and ope- 
+ ning them, the firſt which preſented themſclues to-him, 
1 were-thoſe wordes written to the Romanes, Chap.13. 


Not in eating and arunkenneſſe, but put yee on our Lord eſus 
* Chrift,cc. And theſe reaſons (o farre preuailed with him, 


beying this voice, not knowing from whom,or whence 


- thatpreſently abjuring his hereſie, hee was conuerred to 
the Lord. The laſt example [0s by this Author, 
is incomparably beyond all the reſt, and ſufficient to 


- mooue vs, neuer to be withaut the holy Scriptures in 


- 


= 


' our hands ; which is, the ſame of the molt holy Virgine, 
the Mother of him that is Lord of heauen andearth, who 
at the ſame tirac, when ſhe felt in her ſacred cntrailes, the 

' moſt divine. myſterie of the Incarnation, by the com+ 
ming of the Angel, S, Ambroſe ſayes, that hee was rea- 

ding and meditating 6n the Prophelic of &az.as, Chap.7. 
Ecce Virgo concgpict, & pariet filium, 6, whereunto Torres 
addes, That wee may conceiue, how the reading of the 
holy Scriptures, wasa-ſingular preparation for the recei- 
ning of fuch a-fauour and grace z the whichhe confirmes, 
and this renowmed S. _Avguſtine obſcrucs in the bleſſed 
Virgine.z amongſt whoſe many excellencies, hee ſpecifies 
one, namely, that ſhe was very well read and conuerſant 
in the Prophets, Many other examples the ſame Father 
Torres mentions, which hecre I omit to auoid prolixitic; 
and becaulc theſe aboue declared, cuidently demonſtrate, 
thaethe vſe and reading of the holy Scriptures, hathcuer 


: beene common and commendable in all the faithfull; and 


| that the peruling of them, hath brought foorth wonder- 
full cffe&s z whichis the ſame we aimed. ar in the begin- 


ning, and which for more cfficacie, we now briefly con» 


| firme by the example of S. Gertruds, with whom (if wee 
; may belecuc the Papilts blaſphemous fiion) our bo 


Ambroſ lib.>. 
in Luc cap. 1. 
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did marrie z and moreouer that. our Sauiour Chriſt ſayd 
Maſſton the day of his nuprials, that hey aaighche the 

more ſolemne and authencticall ;, For this bleſſed Nunae, 
Grmalams 15 Wondertully exalted by Maſter Granada, in that ſhe was 
l.de la inſonug. Very perſeuerant in reading of the holy Scriptures , and 
c5 de la dinina 1h, that {hee confirmed whatſocner ſhe ſpake, out of the 
ON. Texts, boch in: rhe one and th'orher Teſtament 3 who, if 
Bookeis ap- {he- were now in Spaine, 1 make no:doubr but ſhe would 
proucd bythe he reputed a Lutherane. Wee alſo prooued motein par- 
gran alt Cicular, if what an obligation allche fairhfull fand bound 
Spaime. ro readethe dinine Scriptures, becauſceitis Gods pleaſure 
we ſhould know and vnderſtand him by them. LorenFs 
Iuſtinizno teacheth as much, who Fray loſeph.de Teſus Ma- 
me 11775. ris followes, andalledgethin theſe words :'By meanes of 
dela cxcele. the holy Scriptures; our Logd meant to illeminare and 
"or 41a: inſtru@ our ignorance, informe and dire@ our faith;and 
© fortifieand ſtfengrhen our hopes. 'The vety fame; Father 
| Arincas openly confeſleth and mainrainerh, ſaying,' that 
a /0nre/ole the holy Scripture, is a Booke plaine-and delacide, with- 
2-2 outdanger; which God imparted-rovs, thatbythe ſame 
wee might know' him. But aboue all theſe'Teſtimonies, 
thar of S. Auguiine, conferring with God in prayer, and 
ſpeaking of himlelfe , propounds vnto vs, and Father 
Lewys of. Granada auetres and confitmes the '{ame ? 
Whereas I was weake and inſufhcient (fayth S. eAvgu- 
#ine) to finde out trueth, with naked reaſon , and there- 
fore ſtood in need of the reſtimonieand authoritie of the 
Gren:daem 1s Holy Scriptare;T began then-preſently to concein6, how'it 
ſane"... Was not poſlibleto bekene, thatrhou (O God) wouldeſt 
ciondelSym. gine (o greatadininity, and power to theſe'writings'in the 
bole, world, but that by-their-meanes thou woulgeſt be belee- 
ued, and by chem ſought out.” Saint Aughſtines words ex: 


end thus farre , the which the EEE forroſa alfo al- 
kedgeth, to prooic; what we haue formerly hp 
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and he addes, That God vs the Scriptures eſpecial- |, 
ly, by them to finde out Chil, whom (as S. Avgaitine_ 

ich) the Scripture ſounded in his care. From this, it 
muſt needs infallibly follow, that whoſocuer takes away 
the vſe of the holy Scripture from the vulgar, « 
with them, they take away the onely meanes and inſtru- 
ment which God gaue them, to know himſclfe, and his 
Sonne Icſus Chriſt;and ſo conſequently they ſhut againſt 
them the gate of eternal life, which wholly confiſtsin this 
knowledge, and the ſame leſus Chriſt reſtifieth, ſpeaking 
to his heauenly Father, from which alſo we may colle&, 
how deepely we ſtand bound and obliged to the readi 
of the ſame holy Scripture, if wee meane to know 
and obtaine cuerlaſting life. 

The ſaid obligation and bond, is alſo made more mani- 
feſt, wherein all Chriſtians ſtand bound to reade the hol 
Scriptures; for as God will be belecucd out of them, ſo 
he will likewiſe by them be ſerucd and reuerenced : be- 
cauſe in them hee reucales vnto vs his Diuine will and 
pleaſure, and hee ſent amongſt vs his holy Law, which 
the valgar can no wayes obſcrue nor keepe,ifthey be nor 

rmitted to looke into it. They will peraduenture al- 

edge, how this reaſon onely prooues, that eucry Chri- 
tian ought to know, and vnderſtand the Law of God ; 
but hereof it doth nor neceſſarily follow, that the reading 
of the holy Scriptures is conn for all in generall, be- 
cauſe it 1s ſufhcient, thatthe Doors and great Maſters 
propound.to the vulgar,whatſocuer is moſt neceſſary and 
requiſite thereinto be knowen. Firſt, I anſwerethis ob- 
ie&tion, That Gods will is not , the people ſhould onely 
heare and vnderftand , whar their Teachers and Paſtors 
thinke good, bur thatall and cuery good Chriſtian and 
fairhfull man,ſhould ſearch and lookeinto the Scriptures, 
as formerly hath beene ſufhcicntly prooued:: Asalſo it 
B is 


Id 
is further auerred, becauſe as S. Ba{/teacheth , and next 
to him che Biſhop of, Torz/a, all Scripture is diuinely in- 
fpired, and written by the holy Ghoſt to this end, that as 
acommon medicine ofthe ſoule, all men in generall, and 
eucry man to himſelfe in particular, might apply a fit and 
proper remedy. Conformable to this, S. Baſi/teacheth,” 
whom Dottor Fanſecacites and followes 3 For as the eyes 
which behold allthings , and cannot ſee themſelues, ex- 
cept in ſome glaſle that repreſents them to our ſight ; ſo 
likewiſe our ſoule, viewing and beholding all things, can- 
not ſee nordiſcerne her ſelfe, but onely by looking into 
theglaſſeof the holy Scriptures. Hereupon it followes, 
that the reading thereof is requilite and expedient for all 
men, in thatir1s befitting, that all men ſhould both ſee, 
and know themfelues : But the Pope of Rome will not 
permit the vulgar people to ſee and behold themſclues 
1n\this diuinc glaſſe, that they may not diſcerne how odi- 
ous and abominable the falſe dofrine he profeſſeth, ma* 
keth the Chriſtian ſoule in the ſight of God : imitating 
herein the-Ape or Monkie, who breakes the glaſle , be. 
cauſeit layes open his awne vglineſle and deformity: and 
herein alſo reſembling that ancicnt Lays, who caſt away 
her glaſſe ; whereof Auſon:us made this Epigram : 
At mihi, nullus, in hoc ſus, quia cernere talem, 
Lualis ſum, nolo, qualis exam, nequeo. 

All which (as by his daily workes it appeares) the Pope 
alledgeth of the diuine glaſle of the holy Scriptures, for 
the vic he makes of them is but ſmall, or none at all. Moſt 
truce itis , that thereis this difference betweene the _ 
and Lays ; for ſhe hated her owne deformitie, and notthe 
glaſſe ; but hee loues his owne deformitie, and abhorres 
the holy Scripture : for he reucales and manifeſts it ro all 
the world. Butlet this ſuffiſe for this time ; and ſecond- 


ly let vs anſiwere the reaſon propounded to vs, forin that 
we 


we are commanded, to prooue and try the ſpirits, becauſe 
Sathan many times transformes himſelfe into an Ange! 
of light : from hence it comes to paſle, thar the _ 
of the ſacred Scriptures is neceflary for all men z whic 
teach vs, how wee ſhould diſcouer masked and hollow 
enemies, and thoſe inwardly deceitfull ; ſhewing vs alſo 
what we ſhould retaine, and what to auoid,as S. Auguſtine ,  - -bb. em 
affirmes, and next to him Father 7c/as de Maris. And qcap.in. det 
queſtionleſle, it it be not lawtfull for vs to looke into the #35, 4: lace 
Scriptures, wee ſhall ſo hardly be able to diſtinguiſh be- _ 
tweene bad and good, the faire and deformed, what God 
commands, and ſo what himſelfe prohibits, as a blinde 
man can iudge of colours, becauſe iris only the Scripture 
that repreſents vnrto vs all theſe things without any error 
or deceit. Ifirt be not ſo as 1 ſay, let a Papiſt tell me that 
neuer ſaw the Bible, how can hee trie the ſpirits whether 
they be of God, or of the deuill ? how can he diſcerne be- 
eweene Gods and the Popes commandements ? By the 
word of God he cannot, becauſe he neuer read it,nor heard 
it read, but only in a tongue he vnderſtood not ; which is 
as much as if he heard it notat all. Itmay be he will reply, 
that he knowes ſufficiently,becauſe the Pope and his Pre- 
lats haue ſo taught him. But thus I anſwere, He is ſubie& 
to a thouſand errors and deluſions; for how can he but be 
deceiued, who ſuffers himſelfe tobe led by the noſe, by 
thoſe men who are deepely intereſled in the ſame things 
they command, ſeeing (as Antonio de Gueuarranotes) no Gueuere ſe. 
man obſcrues loyalty and fidelitic, where peculiarintereſts 8*"* p=re,de 
doe diſtra&t him ; and the ſame Cuemarra laid, The Lord is i 
onely he,that opens our light that we may clearely ſee,and 
who points out vnto vs the way wherein we muſt walke, 
and remooues the ſtones that they annoy or offend vs nor, 
and aduiſeth vs what wee are to doe in all things. Now 
therefore,ſuch a Papiſt as never lookt into the. Bible, muſt 
B 2 needs 
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needs be ignorant and indifcreet, and therefore he cannot 
anoid the running into innumerable crrours ; and there- 
fore his ſafeſt courſe is, to repaire to the holy Scriptures, 
which,withour any deceit or ambiguity, will informe him 


mm whatfoeuecr hee ought to belecue, or ſtands obliged to 


be ; for they arc the moſt approoucd and authenticall in- 
ſtruion, leanning tono falfitic, and therefore they are 
called Canons or Rules, becauſe conformable to the ſame, 
lt per Lydeum lapidem, fidet dogmata ſunt examinanda,as the 
Biſhop of Torto/a prooucs out of S. Awguſtines authoritic; 
and as the ſame Biſhop ſaid , The Scripture is called the 
olde and new Teſtament, quia ſicut in Teftamento, mens & 
voluntas Teftatorts continetur ,ita tn ſacra Scriptura, mens Dei 
qui illius verus eft Teftator. As alſo itis like a Letter or Epi- 
ewhich God writes to all the faithfull, wherein hee re- 
ucales vnto them his will,and what he requires from cue- 
ry one, as both S. Gregory & Father Puextetcach.VVhere« 
upon I conclude, that all the faichfullin generall, none 
excepted, ſtand preciſely obliged and bound,to reade and 
meditate in the holy Scriptures : Becauſe ir is requiſite for 
all men to examine whether their faith be true or falſe, all 
men muſt needs vnderſtand the will of their heauenly Fa- 
ther,expreſtin this letter and Teftament;and as he ſhould 
be accounted an vngratefull and inhumane ſonne, that did 
contemne toreade and peruſe the deed and Teſtament of 
his Father, ro know thereby his Will and to pur it in cxe- 
cution 3 ſo with farre greater reaſon, he ought ſo to be e- 
ftcemed, that regards not the Diuine Scriptures , becauſe 
they arc the letters and writings, wherein our cternall Fa- 
ther, the King of kings and Lord of lords, hath declared 
his will and pleaſure, and what he requiresfrom vs. If any 
one, ſaith S. Gregory, & next to him Father Puenre,ſhould 


recciuc letters from an carthly Emperour, he would not _ 


ccaſc till hes had read them., and vnderſtood what they 
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Kcomprehended, to fulfill it : how therefore canthy ſloth- 
Fulneſſe be ſo great, thar the heauenly-Emperour, ha- 
uing ſent thee his Letters and Certificates for thy good, 
thou ſhouldeſt negle&tand not reade them. Study there- 
*fore, I pray thee, cuery day, and reade and meditate con- 
'tinually on the words of thy Creator , concciue and vn- 
- derſtand Gods meaning in his owne wordes, forin them 

his diuine meaning and will is expreſt,there you ſhall per- 

cciue his ſublimiry and condition,the louc he beares « wa 


and what he would haue thee to doe,togiue him conrent- . ; 


ment : What Gregory and Puente ſpeakes to all true Chri- 
ſians, [I tell it now to you, noble and diſcreet Countrey- 
men, ( and kctir be lawtfull for me to ſpeake freely and in- 
/geniouſly ) I beſcech you, affefionately ro tell me, what 
would you thinke of a man , vpon whole life it ſtandsta 
knowe the will of his father,to putit in exccutionzand ha- 
uing meanesto vnderſtand the ſame without ambiguity 
or doubt, by his laſt Will and Deede,he yer deſires to bee 
informed of another , that goes about ro delude and de- 
.cciuc him , would you not hold ſuch a man for the grea- 
teſt foole and ſorliuing ? Certainely if you doe thus, you 
cannot bur perceiue, that you commit the ſame and a 
reater folly : and therefore when you know that your 
aucnly Father hath left you his diuine Will, manifeſted 
and reucaled.in his Teſtament, and the Letters Patents of 
of rhe holy Scripture, and that on the knowledge origno- 
rance of it, your _— glory or damnation depends, 
* youneuertheleſle making ſmal account of this diuine Te- 
* ftament , andletter, repaire tothe Romane Biſhop,to bee 
informed of your heauenly Fathers Will, being true,thar 
- the Pope is buta man.as others are, ( if peraduenture hee 
#: bee not awoman, as Pope Jo4re was,) giuen to decciue 
! andto beedecciued , whom it ſo neerely concernes that. 
- you ſhould not know the will of God ” 4 your m—_—_ 
4 | B 3 


of it cuidently and perſpicuouſly , would but cauſe his ry- #* 
inc andperdition. Ina word,deare Countrey-men; open © 
your eyes at laſt z* and ſeeing you are ſo ſubtill and adui- * 
{cd in the fluxible and momentany things of this life, giue 
not occaſion to all the world to ſay , that you are fooles 
and indiſcreete in matters that ſhall for cuer be permanent 
in the future life;and whereas without ſparing any labour, 
you goc inuironed with arhouſand - vnto the remo- 
teſt parts of the world,induced by I know not what pride 
and ambition, which cuer ſwayeth in you, ( and are dete- 
ſed and miſpriſed by other Nations) to ſubiugate thoſe 
who neuer were in ſubieCtion , and to impoſe your yoake 
on the neckes of ſuch as neucr vnder-went it ; bee not ſo 
ſenceleſſe and ſo cowardly , that for fearc of the Pope of 
Rome , you omit the peruſing and ſcrutiny ofthe Teſta» / 
ment and Letter which the Emperour of heauen hath dai- 
ned toleauc you , by the reading whereof you ſhall expe- 
dite your ſelues from that deplorable ſeruitude, into 
which theRomiſh Antichriſt hath plunged you, & ſhal ex- 
empt your ſclues fro infinite tribute whuch you payto him 
and his Miniſter: and which is more, by Gods afliſtance, 
you ſhall attaine the knowledge of the true Religion and 
Chriſtian faith , and bee able to iudge betweene good and 
euill ,chat which is ſeemely , and that whichis vnſeeme- 
ly,berweene vertue and vice,and finally betwixt the com- 
mandement of God, and the Popes Iniun&ion , which 
you ſhall neuer bee able to doe, if you reade not holy 
Scripture, and which therefore are exceeding behooue- 
full ' you, and ro all that defire to ſerue God as they | 
ought, 

Belides that before alleadged, we may prooue the pre- 
ciſe neceſhtic of reading the holy Scripture by the faith- 
Full ,in that God meant by them, to enlighten our igno- 2 
rance, (which is a cauſe of all cyills, as thoſe Authors _ | 
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ed in the Margent , moſt learnedly prooue and teſtifie, #rqua, 


ſu Teſore enles 


and indcede the thing of ifſelfe is locleare and manifeſt, 7,,5,.4;. 


that it needes no proofe nor teſtimony.) Father 7e/au@ de catoria, 
aria, confirmes this tructh. in the ſame wordes' pro+ g,,,ats met 


pounded. Father Albarads is of the ſame opinion ; A- preambulgde is 


'mongſt thoſe bookes (ſaith hee, which wearecuioyn'd to Prong 
'to reade)the holy Scripture hath the firſt place,which was cw  enetpro- 
dictatcd by the holy Ghoſt, to illuminate our vaderſtand. 929 44! meme- 
ingsand to make them holy. Father Serpiconfeſleth as Siu 


_ T7 ' , Fr. Toleph. 
much, ſaying, The diuine Scriptures, difhipatethe darke- Fr. \viepn- 


'nefle and cloude of ignorance, and therefore the reading .,a,v. a4. 


of themis expedient tor all men, in thatit cohcernethall :3 
men not to be ignorant. . Aneeto 
; And ſeeing you, beloued Countreymen (that in chari- primers del arte 


de bien vinirs 
fel go. 


Serpi de purga 
toriogcap.1, 


the palpable and Acgyptian darkeneſſe of ignorance, as 

C ondbnce teacheth vs,which all godly and learned 
men(whom God raiſeth vp amongſt you)do lamene; be 
no more rebellious and oppolite tothis diuine light of the 
holy Scripture, for whoſocuer are (o, they will haue ill 
fucceſſe, and one of your great Doors learnedly notes. ©12026a 6- 
He thatgoes out of his houſe in the night, hee caries with © 


hima Torch, ora Lanthorne, and he that doeth not ſo,is 1r.mgueritis, 


in danger to fall or ſtumble ; and in the night and darke- /«.«. 

neſle of this life , the Scripture muſt be the light, to guide PAS.” 
and condud vs, except we meane to trippe and ſtumble at a-ftrrro de igne- 
cuery ſteppe, as the ſame Author ſers downe: wherefore, 795i on &+ 


moſt deare brethren , you ſhall doe exceeding well, if ac- _ _ 


; cording to the counſell and aduiſe of the ApoltleS. Peter, 
' * you beintentiue and obſeruant of the divine Word,con- 


firmed by the Prophets, as one that is conduRted by are- 
ſplendant and SPE Torch in an obſcure and darke Fmrſece 2.9.48 
tof the true day breake foorth , and ener» Bins 


hearts : 
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hearts : but ſo you doe wonderfull ill , if according to the * 
Iniun&ions and Mandates of the Pope,you do not hear- | 


ken and giue care tothe ſame. 


And o_y_ would know why that ſame ſucceſſor to S. , 


Peter (as 


cc boaſteth himſelfe to bee) teacheth doarine # 


quite contrary to that of'S. Peter in this particular point, Þ 
I will plainely and briefly expreſle it to you; The word of i 
God explained in the hoÞy Scriptures ,is , (as before wee 


ſaid, and Dauzdaffirmes the ſame ) a lanthorne that giues | | 


light co our ſteppes , wherein we may plainely conceiue 


the propertic ithath to diſtinguiſh good men from bad. * 
Fowlers when they follow their game by night, vſe to | 
carrie burning lights , with which they dazell che fowle, | 
who percciuing the light , fall into the Fowlers ncts ; fo | 


they catch Partridges : and of Doues the Prophet Hoſes 
ſaycs , comparing the captiuitic of Ephraim , to the Doue 
or Turrle, taken by this deluſion and ſtratageme, Birds 
properly ſecke after thelight , though thereby they loſe 
their libertyz but on the contrary , wilde and ſauage 
beaſtes arc enemies to the light ; for the Lion, or Wolte, 
and ſo all other beaſts, perceiuing the ſame , they ſhun ir, 
as they would doe a conſuming fire,and being aſtoniſhed, 
they fic totheir Caues, and Dennes. In the ſame man- 
ner, the Internall light of the ſacred Scriptures,diſcouers 


which are the birds that raiſe their flight towards hea- |! 


uen, and who the wild and ſauage bee that runne and 
hide them(ſclues in the Canes of the carth : Petey ( that 


weemay cometothe point) is a bird that bends his flight: 


vp towards hcauen, and ſo hee imbraceth the light of the 
Scriptures, and hee would haue vs guided thereby ; but 
the Pope isa wilde and ſauage beaſt, /as $.lob teſtifies in 
his Apocalypſe) and therefore hee abhorres and {hunnes 
this diuine light, and loues darkeneſle, in which like to 
other bcaſts , hee commits his rapine and —_— pn 
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becauſe this may not come to your notice , he prohibites 
you the holy Scripture: Burif you affe& the ſaluation of 
your owne ſoules, and would not bee enſnar'd with the 
deluſions and ſubtilties of the deuill , but haue the darke 
fogges and miſtes of ignorance taken from before your 
eycs, though the Pope and hellir ſelfe combined toge- 
ther doe >rohibire, yet you oughtto lay hold of this di- 
uine light , and not to goe one ſteppe, in the darke night 
of this life, without the ſame. 
Alſo the neceffitic and obligation that all the faithfull 
haue to reade and meditate on the ſacred writings , and c- 
uicted from afflitions which cannot bee wanting in this 
life ; Seeing ( as holy ob faith ) allthis life is but a long af Tob 7. 
flition : and Saint Peter ſaith, that our aduerſary as a raue- ; 
now Lion goes about ewery where ſeeking whom he may deuoure. ng 
And the Apoſtle S. Paw/magnifieth the ſtrength and great g,,,.44 ma 
power ofthis enemie, and furniſheth vs with diucrs kinds precmiuls dels 
of ſpirituall weapons to foyle him with, This argument /tede 
which I haue abridged, Father Lays de Granada victh to de- 1.1 5ymbet, 
monſtrate, that the books of ſound & good dodtrine are 
alrogerher requiſite rothecomon people. Amongſt which 
reaſ"ns,if this be of validitie, who wil be ſo blaſphemous, 
as to denie it, tobe good in the ſacred & Canonical books. 
For what dodrine in the world can be paraleld with that 
which God himſelfe inſpired his ſeruants the Prophets & 
Apoſtles withall,to enlighten our vnderſtanding,and ſan- 
Aihe them,as we ſaid el{where, & of which the ſame God 
ſaid by the Prophet Eſaias; 1am the Lord thy God, tea- Efacap. 44 
ching thee profitable things, thatis , things which in an emi- 
nent degree d:ſerue the title of profitable , as Father Puente Puente mls 
elegantly obſerueth. So thatthis argument might ſuffice 2% Pritmal 
withour farther explication , to fo. ors our purpoſe : 9% 
Howbeit, we will not ſo leaue it , but will compendiouſly 
ſhew , that in the ſacred Scriptures moſt cffeRuall _ 
C | 


dies are found for all dangers that can aſſault vs in this 
life,and that without it a Chriſtian cannor extricate him- 
ſclfe out of them ; and thence it appeares , that the rea- 
ding of it ,is preciſely necellary vntoall. 
[Puente ib44. Firit holy Scriptare is, as Father Puente faith, with Ori- 
29% gen, a ſhapp: of allwholeſome things , to cure enzry ſicke perſom 
that commeth to 1t :and  uente addeth, that in it we ſball find 

ſuf ficient reme die for all euill , wherewith to heale the ſoule : It 

_ ”” #(as Fonſeca obleructh ) not onely a genet ll antidote againit 
delamorde the griefes of the ſoule , but alſo a lenitiue and caſe for the euils 
Diosap.z. that befall the boy: i_And alſo ( as Father Luys de Granada 


| 


"7 


— 't all meates , becau [e there is no taſte or effett which a joule can 
Ineroduccion, © deſgre to hanegwhich it may not ſindin it. 

| ; Tea, it is ( a5 the ſame Grana/anoteth ) that royal tables 
faurn ſh-d with all meates, of which the Prophet ſþ-aketh, Thou 

} O Lord haſt prepared at:ble before me,which gines me ſtrength 
| yo albd. and ſubſiſtence againit all my enemies : It is (as Fonſeca Ro: 
4» F merly alleadged, teacheth) az armoury againſt all the force 
i of the deuill, and 1gainit the ſnares of hell ; and a tower as that 
P of Dauid full of all manner of weapons,  again# all kinde of 
| Puente ibid f. temptations, as Father Puente afhrmeth. 17 is armous to de- 
— _ fend vs, and weapons tooffend our enemies , ſaith Father 70. 
dad. felu6o, ſeph, eſus Maria. And he addes , that therefore $. Bernard 
writesto one of his liſters , that ſ9:e ſhould fence her ſelfe 

with dinine Scripture , and that ſhre ſhould endeauour to rumi- 

nate in her prayer, thas which ſh:e ſhould rea 1e therein, b:cauſe 

it would ſerue her not onely for a defenc? in this life, but alſa for 

Ehells 1.herte © particular hope to obtame the life to come_,.\. And Father 
del librode 1a Stella ſaith thus , That nothing beſid:s God in this life is more 
ls ſweetely receiued nor reliſheth more delicrouſly nothing ſo much 
 feeregatethour ſoule from the l-ue of the world, and nothing ſd 
comforteth and fortifieth the ſouldzer of Chriſt againſt all temp 
tations, 4s the frequent reading of th: holy Scripture. It mo 
| | _ 


| 
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[| Granada enel erreth ) it is th:t celeſtial Manna which had the reliſhes of + | 
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the excellencic and valew of the weapons of the ſacred .Y 
Scripture, be ſo great, as well in defending vs againſt our 
aduecrfaries , as in offending them, who can bee ſo ſhame- 
lefle as to denie , that the reaſon which aboue wee allead- 
ged out of the Father Granadzin fauour of bookes com- 
priſing good doctrine, isnormuch more forcible,and thar 
withour compariſon in Scripture, 

Secing therefore we formerly mentioned that whereof 
the Apoſtle $. Petey putreth vs in minde, that owr aduerſa- 
rie 45 4 rauenous Lion enuiron'th 15 on all ſides todenoure vs: 
and the Apoſtle Saint Paul ſerreth before vs the might of 
this aducrſary,and prouideth vs with diuers ſorts of wea- 

ns to vanquilh him, and play the conquerours. It will 
be ficring that wee conlider what theſe weapons arc, whe- 
ther they be onely the deuoute bookes, and not the Cano- 
nicall,or profane books nor tending to deuotion, which as 
wee ſhall hereafter ſec, are at this preſent flouriſhing in 
the Papacie, or the ſacred and Canonicall; of which my 
Argument treateth. T his, one Bravoa Spaniard will ſhew 
vs , whoſe authoritie may not be vnderualued, ſecing in 
matter of Armes, that of the Bravo was euer in repute, 
This Spaniard Brawo tells vs, That the Apoſtle S. Peter, ,, 
who obſerued the manerof arguing with the deuill vſed »igilia megne, 
againſt vs, gaue vs the forme ot anſwering himz Cuzreſ. 14% 
#:te fortes in fide : Who reſiſt ye, being ſtedfaſt inthe faith and 
dodtrine of Chriſt, 6c. Andalittle atter, the Apoſtle $. Paul 
ſayth, Sumentes ſcutum fide in quo poſsitis omnia tela nequiſ* 
fſami igneaextinguere : For he oppoſeth to this fire the do- 
drine, &c. Burt what dofrine 1s this ? perhaps irs thar 
which occurres in the bookes of 4madis and B-{hiniſe ;,or 
in the bookes which the Ponr ficall DoRtors bring to 
light; orin the Canonicall ones of holy Scripture. Ler 
vs here attend ro this Door , for hee will tell it vs. Nor 
(lay th hee) the doctrine which is inſpþer ſed in permicios books, 

&-S 


'# 


20 

in amorors letters, in ſugred complements, which ſome out of 
earioſitic through their depraxed tuclination make their ſtudy, 
(for this is to adde fire ro the deuill,and to ſtrengthen his 
enemy) but ſacred, ſpiritual, and boly dottrine, which us of 
fal.n18. greater force, hereof Dau ſayth , [gnitum eloguiums 
tuum Tehementer : Thy word & very fiery, and if wee haue 
recourſe tothe trueth of his.Goſpcl, to his counſell, tothe 
Commandements of Gods Law, and be firme and irre- 
mooucable in themz This diuine fire is ſuch,that it will 
conſume all the artiticiall and deluding fire of the deuill, 
Hirherto are Brauos words. Sce yee not, that the holy A- 
poſtles ſend vs, not toaſſume weapons againſt the temp- 
tiitions of our encmy, from bookes of mecre deuotion, 
much leſſe from profane ones , but from the Canonicall 
of holy Scripture ? And why ſhould they not dire& vs. 
nadeenel VNCOIt? foras the ſame Granada layth, 174t are the wea- 
ambulo de yons of the (hriſtian warrefare, what the ſpiritual ſword that 
-—_ catteth off vices, but the word of God? And as hee obſer- 
dendel Sym. uecth, With what other weapons did our (aptazne fight in the 
_- deſe;t with the enemie, but by infirming euery temptation by 
i Auzupulibg. ſame word of Scripture? Teaching vs with his example, to 
, | —m————4 draw fiom it the trueths and remedies wherewith we are 
de ls perfecion, tO OVercome all our temptations, as doeth note with Saint 
fel.zs 5. Auſtin Father Puente, And from it only did the Church 
in the time of the Martyrs, draw matter of conſtancie; 

inthe time of che DoRors, knowledge ; in the time of he- 

retiques, the confutation of their errors; in time of pro- 

ſpentic, humility and temperance; in time of ſupinencſle, 

Reywſa mel Matter of feruencie,as the Father Reyng/a noteth: of what 
meefirochr;fi. [ſe but thar, ſaid famous S. Aaſtin, whom the ſaid Reynoſa 
o,fel,.36. citcth and followeth ; that, quicquid homo extra didicerit, 
" þ noxiam eſt ibi damnatur, ſi wiiles eſt ibs inuenitur : Whatſc- 
euer a man learneth out of it, if it b: burtfull its there condem- 
wed, if it be profitable, its found there : and wee neede nor 
| goc 
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zoe ſecke it elſewhere. And that we may nor defatigare 
our ſclues, of what but the holy Scripture ſpake $: Pau/, 
at it «s profitable to inſtrut? the ignoxant, to refute error, to 
eprooue os , toteach righteouſneſſe , to perfett a Chriſtian, 
4 make him complete in enery good worke ? which 1s as 
uch as if he ſhould hauefaid, thatitcomprehendeth all 
things neceſſary to our ſaluation ; as forthwith the moſt 
learned Father Puente will demonſtrate eloquently and 
copioully. 
* Wewillconclude from what hath beene ſaid, that ſee-+ 
Jing the Apoſtles themſclues, that informe vs of the am- 
Sbulhes and temptations of our enemies, doc ſend vs to 
Tholy Scri achany: 2238 to take weapons wherewith to for- 
Fritic vs, and withſtand them, becauſe it is the armour of 
#the Chriſtian warrefare z thatto it all the faichfull ſhould 
©repaire , becauſe all are obnoxious to temptations, and 
Fthar if the Pope diſpoile the common people of theſe di- 
Zuine weapons, it is that he may warre againſt them, and 
2 ſcll chemat his pleaſure : whereof I will- elſewhere -diſ- 
courſe. 


| In confirmation ofthe precedent Argument, I thoughe 
+ good to prooue more at large, the ſufficiencie of the ſa» 
;cred Scripture in all things neceſſary to our ſaluation, 
{thatir may appeare the better, that its worthy to be fre- 
{quently conuerſedin by all, ſeeing ir compriſeth all that 


#1s neecllary to all. 


l 
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T he boſy Scripture containeth all things 
7: 2.1. Whatlocuer is neceſſary for ; 
Saluation, 


wy, Octor Alvarado clearely teacheth this | 


—_— AT truth, who , when hee afhrmed that =n1 
* delanede A God had conſtituted in the Church the ! 

peg neceſſary and fir meanes to obtaine tne Bw 

ol. 454- - 


ſamec, and theſe meanes are reduced to ſe- | 
uen ſpeciall heads, hee ſets them downein | 
order, ſaying : Thefirſt is true faith and the knowledge | 
of the truce God : and our Mediatour and Redeemer leſus | 
Chriſt. The ſecond meanes is his holy Law, which com- * 
prehendls all the commandements of things requiſite and | 
neceſſary, to enter into eternall life, and all the inſtru&ti- Yn 
ons which may afhſt vs, to atraine vnto it, with ſecurity Fi 
and perfe&ion. The third is Religion , and the ſincere 31) 
worthip of God, with ſuch externall rites and ceremonies {4 t! 
as arc belonging to God. The fourth meane, are the Sa- y el 
craments. The fift, are ſeuen rare and excellent vertues, \} 1 
faith, hope, charity, prudence, iuſtice fortitude and rem Þ 
perance , together with ſeuen ſpeciall gitts and endow- 7 
ments of the holy Ghoſt. The lixt, is internall doqrine, 
and the light of inſpiration, and illuſtration trom the ho- Þ 
ly Ghoſt : and for the exterior,it muſt proceed from lear- 
ned Maſters and Do@ors, who,both by example and do- 
rine , teach whatſocuer is expedient to bee knowen or 
vnderſtood , for to rayſe ſoules vp to heauen. The ſe- 
uenth meane, is the diuine and ſacred Scriptures, where- 
* i 
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n are reucaled all things by vs formerly” mehtioned. 
hatſocuer hath beene deliucred comes trom this Au+ 
thour, who, though he werea blacke Monke by Order, 
and profetſion, yer hecerein he hit the white of Chriſtian 
erity and truth,and of the ſufficiencie and validity of the 
oly 5criprures : As alſo Father Torres, Teetimo (which 
$4 lcluite ) Celiuered this trueth : I te atmo ( which in 
panilh ſignifies as much as I embrace this truerh ) when 
the ſaid : that S. Paw referred Timothie to the Scriptures, 
Ewherein he might learne wharſoeuer was fit and-Conue- 
Micnt for him.,, the whichif che Pape would preach and 


Freach to hisdiſciples and followers; = traditions 
* 


- 
þ 
) 


ce Ewhigh hec (els vnto vs for neceſſary s andarenot to 
:- bc found in the Scripture, would be ſuperfluous; and of 
n Fno m&nent at all, For it in the Scriptures wee meete 


with all things neceſlary , there is nothing our of rhem 
@that can be cſtcemed neceſſary. As a philolophicall Axi- 
Z om plainely prooues which fayes:qui rotam dic:t; nibil ex» 


4 mer truth propounded in theſe words : The holy Scrip- 

| ture is a glaſſe wherein a man mayclearly & erſficionk 
Fly diſcerne whatſocuer is requilite in an humane life, for 
7 the true ſeruice and worthip of God. Bur, beyond all 
rare] Auchors, Father Puente is admirable vponthis ſub- 
F ic( & asin other arguments, {o in this more eſpecially 


, Y words very ſignificant ,, and moſt preualent reaſons. 1 
$ mcane not here to fer dawne all that I have read and obs 
ſcrued throughout his, bogkes , about this particular 
22:4; in that I would-not willingly be prolix , as alſo 
cauſe I conceiue, that,wbar I ſhall hereunder mention, 
will bemore then ſufticient. Andin the New Teſtament 

he firſt faich) that allche Law Euangelicall was full 
f roar. 


Brauo « {4 


Vigilia mag'd, 


3 cludit. Door Bravo manifeſtly acknowledgeth the for- fe. 78. 


Pgyente 1:99 


3 againſt the Church of Xe) for not inone, but in 3. 44@<- 
Z many places , « he' auers and'prooucs this veritie with 107 ** 


Idem en la 
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dectared: VWhereupon it muſt needes of necefſiticenſue, 
thatin the New- Teſtament is comprehended whatſoc- 
uer is neceſſary for ſaluation. Forof this, there is no 
doubr'to be made but that the Law of the Goſpelis ſuf- 
ficient in it felfe ro ſaluation. This Author in another 
place ſaics, The ſacred Scripture, isthe cleareſt glaſſe 
where we may beſt ſee and behold thoſe countenances 
which we haue ſet downe: thar is to ſay, the glorious 
countenance of God,that of oar Sauiour leſus Chriſt, & 
then our owne. Becauſe in the ſame are reucaled, all thoſe 
vertties which appertaine to the perfe&t knowledge of 
theſethree-rhings. Moreouerit preſcribes vs remedics 
againſtvices ; arines againſt temptations, aduiee and re- 
ſolution in doubts , conſolation in ſorrow, eaſe and re« 
laxation,, from labours and troubles and due iHeanes, 
whereby to atraine tothe perfeRion of all vertues. For 


- as S. Dionyſjus ſaith,tharis, the table which divine wiſe- 


...- dome placed in the Church plentifully' furniſhed with 


Plal.z2, 


Bread and Wine. For onthe {ame is ſet the bread of life, 
and of vnderſtanding , which are the ſolid and firme 
truthes, from whence the vertues take their life and eſ- 
ſence, and the: knowledge of things eternall , as alſo, 
there is the wine of ardent and zealous affeftions, ming- 
led with the water of wholſome knowledge, to giue a. 
uation, vigor, and ioy vnto the heart. Itis the Pantry 
of the King of Heauen, and the Cellar of his moſt pre- 
cious wines, whereinto hee brings his ele&t, and there 
he quencheth the hunger and thirſt they haue of Righ- 
tcouſneſſe. Ir is an open ſhoppe , full of medicines, for 
all maner of ſpirituall infirmities: and a tower, like that 
of Dauid,, repleniſhed with all manner of armes, againſt 
euery kinde of temptation. For in that itis a table full 
of delicates, it is placed as Dauid [peakes, to defend vs, 


againſt choſe that vex and perſeeute vs. For which cauſe 
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S. Paw ſaid, that all Scripture inſpired from God, is ».Tim.capg. 
profitable to inſtru, toconuince, corre, and inable to 

cucry good worke; thatcuery man of God may be per- 

fe, and well inſtruted in cuery good worke : as if hee 

had ſaid : It is very effeQually to teach vs neceſſary 

trueth for our ſaluation, and to conuince ſuch enemies, 

who with falſe and colourable reaſons pretend and ſecke 

to decciue vs,and to corre our vices, and exorbitances, 

and to fortifie vsin the exerciſe of vertueand good works; 

that ſo we may attaine to that perfeion , whereunto wee 

are called, and to the end thereof , whichis eternall life, 

which is ſaid to bee foundin the holy Scriptures, which 

manifeſt him, whois ourcternall life, and the meanes left 

vnto vs, to purchaſe him. All this aboue mentioned , is 
ſerdowne by Father Puexte,the which, though in itſelfe 

it be much , yeris it burlirtle in reſpe& of that hee writes 

in another place , explaining the ſame place of the Apo» 

ſtle,his reaſons tranſlated word for word,cucnas the pre- 

ſent citations were,are theſe which follow. 

Another excellencie of the ſacted Scripture is,that the 14a 4.towe 
ſame is very beneficiall to ſaluation , and that perfe&ion, #+55*: 
which wee pretend. Becauſe the holy writings ( aid the 
Apoſtle ) Poſſunt te inſtrucre ad ſalutem; They can informe 
thee in wharſocuer is requiſite for thy ſaluation. Anda 
lictle after , they are not onely profitable for cuery one in 
particular, but further they are good and behootctull for 
others : andin this reaſon S.Paw/ recounts five great com- 
modities for one of the ftiue ends. The firſt is,44 docendum, 
for the teaching of men all thatis requilite forſaluation,& 
perfeftion , that ſo through ignorance they may not bee 
depriuedof them; and it doeth not onely explaine the 
trucths therein mentioned, but alſo othzr verities, apper- 
taining to natural] Sciences : forthat corre&ts and direts 
many things, and if it were not for the light wee recciue 

D / there- 
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there-from , wee ſhould repute many things for true that 
are but counterfair and falfe. The ſecond endis , ad «r 
endum, that is, to confute and conuince, thoſe that follow 
and vphold hereſics , and contrary errors : Forthe Scrip- 
ture , ſets downe ſuch itrong reaſons, and arguments, 
as are ſufficient to ſubdue them, and to refell their vaine 
arguments. Euen as wee may plainely ſee by the reaſons, 
wherewith Chriſt our Lord , reprehended and conuinced 
the Iewes, and in thoſe, produced by S. Paw{in his Epi- 
ſtles., againſt many Heretikes, and Schiſmatikes. The 
third endis , 44 corrigendum; thatis, to corrett vice, and 
rebuke the guilty , becauſe the ſame preſcribes rules of 
correQion,and points out thoſe things that are to be cor- 
reed , together with a meanes to reforme rhem, The 
fourth End is : ad erndiendum in Inſtitia,toinftrutthem in 
rightcouſneſſe and equitie, becauſe it doth notonly teach 
ſuch verities,as enlighten the vnderſtanding,but alſo fur- 
ther the dofrine of vertue, which mooues and excites 
the minde to loue and imbrace them , propounding all 
thoſe motiues, meanes, and benefirs , which ſtirte vp a 
man to put thervin praiſe : and finally ratifying afteran 
exccllent manner that formerly vrtered, ſaying; Y7 perfe- 
tus [it homo Dei, vel omne opus bonum inſlruttua : For it re- 
maines not ſatisfied, in the ſimple teaching of any vertue, 
but in deciphering. an high and compleate nerf ion in 
them all: rhatthe man of God may be perfe& , and well 
mſtructed in all manner of good workes, andin the exer- 
ciſof all vertues, fromthe meaneſt to thoſe which are 
moſt excellent, and ſupertminent. A little vnderneath : 
The fulneſle of all wiſedome is found in the two Teſta- 
ments,the New,and Old. Thus farreproceedes the ſame 
Authour : and thus, with that formerly alleadged, I haue 
fufficiently expreſſed the propounded trueth, of the vali- 
ditic and all-fuſliciency of the holy Scriprures : _ 
" b whence 
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whence weealſo your ( toreturne toour purpoſe ) how 
reciſely and ſtrictly Chriſtians are bound to reade, and 

| be often conuerſant in the holy Scripture : For, whatcan 
be more neceſſary for them, then that which compre- 
hends andcontaines all thatis behoofefull and requiſite, 
to liuc here a life of grace, and afterwards to obtainea life . 
eternall, which in the ſame is expreſſed and manifeſted, * 
And now it is time we ſhould come to the obieions 

of our Aduerſaries , againſt the vſe and free reading of 
the Bible in the vulgar rongue. Their firſt reaſon is ; that 
as Chriſt himſelfe taught , Holy things muſt not bee ginen 
fodogges, nor pearles to ſwine, whereby they conclude, with 


a ſtrange and deprau'd (1 —_— the precious Margarite, Mauhy. 


or Pearle of the Scripture, ſhould not be commited to the hand- 
ling of th: vulgar, 

Firſt of all I anſwere thus to this reaſon, that the obli- 
gation and bond in this caſe is very great, wherein Prin- 
ces ſtand bound to the Pope and his Miniſters, ſeeing 
they honour them with ſucha glorious, and Illuſtrious 
title, as that of ſwine , and dogges. Secondly I anſwere, 
that whereas there are diucrs that tearme them(ſclues Se- 
culars, towhom many Eccleſiaſticall perſons are not to 
becomparcd , for ſanCtitie and puritie of life ; yea , who 
many times are worſe then the moſt reprobate Seculars, 
(asin anotherplace we will proouc) therefore the Pope 
and the Inquiſitors (if they would onely communicate 
the Scriptures to men holy and deuout) they ſhould ra- 
ther take it from bad Eccleltaſticall men, and permit them 
to the good Secular ſort ; but ſeeing they doe not ſo, but 
freely grantthem toall Eccleſiaſtical! perſons , both good 
and bad, and contrariwiſe detaine them from all both 
good and bad indifferently,if they be Seculars,itis a ſigne, 
that they do not prohibire the Bible to the vulgar, becauſe 
they are as ſwine, but becauſe they ſhould be ſo, cuen as 
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indeed they are, forthe moſt part vnder the Papacie: 
Thirdly I anſwere , that ro bee holy itis not ſufficient to 
vnderitand Latine, neither can the ignoranceof it be an 
cauſe of not being holy, and therefore,if the Pope thinke 
thatitisnort iuſt nor reaſonable , ro permit the Scriptures 
to any other bur ſuch as arc holy,he herein manifeſts him- 
ſelfe ro be moſt vniuſt, allowing it onely to all thoſe, thar 
vnderſtand the Latine, ( as he inks ) and prohibiting all 
ſuch as vnderſtand itnot;as it to vaderſtand Latire,and to 
be holy were einſdem ambitus & conertibile. Fo the fourth 
I an(were ; in the ſame words, with which Do@or Grat#- 
an, ſitisfies them that oppoſe the ſaid place of S. c2rar+ 
thew , againſt the common and vulgar vie of the Bookes 
of Mother Tereſa: Theſe bookes ( ſaith Gratian) are cer- 
raine to come into the hands of ſwine, which are car- 
nall and ſenſuall men,who trample and tread vpon God: 
For they wil neither ſpend money in buying of them,nor 
timein reading of them, neither weare out their wittes to 
vnderſtand them, being conterit with their own wiſedom, 
in the pleaſures and delights of the world ; becauſe, for 
our {innes,ſuch men delight rather in bookes of Cheual- 
ries , and vanities , then ih Bookes of ſpirit and deuotion. 
And if any man read , and then contemne or calumniate 
the ſame, (as if they were an Inſtrument to ſalue and 
worke ſome good eſe in a Chriſtian ſoule) hee would 
be content to ſuffer as well as he that madethem , calling 
to minde,that the Lord, for the ſaluation of ſoules, would 
himſelfe be contemned, ill intreated , perſecuted,and cru- 
cited, of the moſt baſe, abie, and abominable people of 
the world : And ifany for want of vnderſtanding,, or in 
malice of heart (hould erre , or ſhew ſcandall in this ſpirt- 
tualldoArine,let him lay the blame on his owne malice, 
or ignorance, and not onthe Bookes which giuec a light 
to thoſe that haue good eyes : butthey thar will =_ 
em 
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them with cycs dazled through philartic and felfe-loue , 
ſuch are not blinded with the doQrine of Spirituall 
Bookes, which are no more in faule for their blindneſle, 
then the Sunne is in fault,that the Batre is blind, cuen as 
the fault is not ro be impured to the Sunne,that the Bar is 
blinde, but to the defect of irs eyes; fithence the Eagle 
beholds it direly, without any detriment of ſight. Ma- 
ny hereriques patronize their hereſies by a af+ ck 
tation of ſacred VVrir, and yet neuertheleſſe we may not 
fay that Scripture hurreth, and ought nor to be read; All 
theſe are the words of Doftor Grat/an,to whom the Pope 
and the Inquilitors owe many gratulations, ſeeing here 
with admirable grace hee ſtops their mouth, thar hence- 
forward they may not open ir, rogrunt as hogs doe, and 
barke as dogges (according to their cuſtome) to autho- 
rize the prohibiting of the holy Scripture in the vulgar 
tongue, 1n regard of the hurt they pretend ro enſue, vp- 
on the reading of it, (whereof I (hall ſpeake hereafter) 
and that they may forbeare to transferre their faults on 
others z endeauouring to contirme and make good the 
faid inhibition with the place of S. Murrhew, chip. 7. in 
which-Chriſt teacheth vs only thus much, that he would 
not haue time ſpent, and paines taken in preaching rv 
ſuch of whofe amendment wee can hane no hope, as 
Chryſoitome here expounds it; and this makes no whir a- 
gainſt the reading of holy Scripture in the vulgar tongue, 
vnleſſe the Pope be ſo euill opinionated of all that are nor 
Clergie men, as to cenſure themalF as profligare and ob- 
ſtinarely reprobatez andthatin them there is no hope of 
amendment,,and fo conſequently repute them as mem- 
bers of the deuill, and heires of hell :and ſummarily , if 
rhe Pope eſteeme them ſuch, he ſhould nor onely inhi- 
© bite them the reading of the Bibl+,bur alſo the parraking 
in the prayers and Sermons of the Church; ſeeing Chritt 
Wa... {pcakes 
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ſpeakes of ſuch. ButT doe not belecuethat the moſt hol 

Father will pronounce ſo hardly of them, for chari will 
not permit him to doe it, eſpecially of his owne children, 
For the Father being moſt holy in thg ſuperlatiue degree, 
atleaſt his ſonnes (hould be holy : and though they were 
wicked, (as to ſpeake freely the trueth, they are not very 
good) he therefore ought the rather, not onely permit 
them, butalſo perſwade them to read it. The holy Scrip- 
ture being (as I haue formerly cuited) an vniuerſall A- 
pothecaries (hop, which hath powerfull remedies for cue- 
ry ſort of infirmitic and gricfe z to what better place can 
the Pope renuoy ſuch as arc enfeebled with the wound 


| of linne? For what thing is more proper and fit fora ſicke 


man, then Phylicke ; and for a wounded man, then that 
which will heale his wounds ? The Pope if he were a Fa- 
ther and not a tyrant, ought inſtantly to licence to his 
ſonnes and the faithfull holy Scripture, and chiefly ro 
thoſe that arc faint and weake : for, hee that s well needes 
not the Phyſician or Phyſicke, but be that w ſicke, This is eui- 
dentzand yet that it may be the more cleare, let vs heare 
what Father Torres ſaith on thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 
1. Tim. 3. All Scripture # dininely inſpired, 36. Aﬀer hee 
hath ſaid that, S. Paw! ſends his diſciple Trmothy vnto the 
Scripture, in which he might learne whatſocuer he ſtood 
in necd of : He further addes, If he ſo carneſtly enioyne a 
man repleniſhed with the Spirit of grace, the reading of 
holy Scripture, what would he ſay to one full of the ma- 
lignant ſpirit ? hee would haue ſaid to ſuch a one, as the 
Redecmer of the world ſaid to the Scribes and Phariſes, 
who perceiuing the crudity of their ſtomagkes, and that 
their apoſtumared boſoms could nor be mitigated by any 
lenitiucs,he ſent them to the diuine Scriptures,as to a pub- 
lique hoſpirall for the wounded and maimed , Search #hz 
Scriptures, 1oh.z. that they by reading and perpending the 
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ſame,might know that he preached all thetruthto them. 
All this ith this Author : And the Pope ſhould doe ſo, 
herein imitating Chriſt our Lord (whoſe Vicar hee ſaith 
he is, though indeed hee be his enemy) ſeeing Chriſt de- 
fires that his very enemies ſhould ſearch rtheScriprtures, 
and examine by he the do&trine he preached to them : 
and this he did, becauſe he was aſſured, thar it helde cor- 
reſpondencie with them. Butthe Pope would not haue 
his do&trine brought to any triall,much lefſe to the touch- 
ſtone of holy Scripture, becauſe hee knowes it to be re- 
pugnant thereunto z and therefore in the Countreys ſub- 
ie&t vnto his tyrannic, to wit, where the Inquiſition hath 
place, hee ſu fers none to enquire whichis the true Religi- 
on, and which the falſe ; but contrariwiſe ifany be deſt- 
rous to finde out and. receiue the trueth, androthis ende 
ſearch the Scripture, he cauſerh ſuch a one to be burned, 
and not fo ſatisfied, doeth further declare all his kinred 
and allies liuing, and his poſterity co be infamous, and in- 
capable of obtaining offices and dignities of honour and 
truſt : Though ir be certaine, that God would not the 
ſonne ſhould ſuſtaine the blame ot the fathers ſinne,much 
lefſe bee puniſhed for that wherein his facher was nor 
blame-worrhy, but rather commendable, Bur herein, as 
alſoin the reſt, the Pope is guided by the ſame infernall 
ſpirit,thatthe falſe propher Mahomet is, who well know- 
ing thar if his doQrine ſhould be diſputed of, and the 
trueth debated by good reaſons, of necelhry the talſencſle 
of tt would be deſcried : The firſt thing he commanded 
was,that vnder paine of death none ſhould be ſo preſum- 
ptueus, as to canuaſe the ground and trueth of his Law, 
bur rather that his diſciples ſhould be obliged ro main- 
taineir by way of hoſtilitic againſt any rhat would im- - 
pugne it, this precepr is fully praiſed in thoſe kingdoms 

in which the Iquiiion is eſtabliſhed ; and forthar _ 
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poſe the Pope would it were in all the world, But refer- 
ring this to ſome other place, I will cloſe with the ſayin 
of Door Theſe.zs, who after he hath recited what is ſaid 
of Mahomet, ſpeaketh as followeth z wherein if thoſe who 
gaue credit unto bim, had not beene ſo blinde, they might haue 
ſeene that bee was an Impoſtor , ſeeing hee would not bane it 
controuerted, whether that he taught them were good or euill, 
Oh how much I delire , beloued countreymen, that you 
would conlider, that for as much as hee conſtraines you 
to belecuc and holde, whatſocuer the Church of Rome 
belecucth and holdeth , without permitting you to exa-» 
mine whether it be a true or falſe Church, his ſcope is no 
other then to deceiue you z and if you be not totally blin- 
ded, you muſt of necefhity perceiue it. Looke well vnto 
it, for it imports and concernes you more then it doeth 
me, and I diſcharge my duety in admonithing you ofir. 
Secondly, our aducrſaries obie to vs, = the holy 
Scripture 1s obſcure: and that therefore ir ſhould bee 
reſerued from the vulgar. This isa meerelye and vn- 
truth, and a manifeſt impietie, becauſe the ſacred Scrip- 
tures (as the Papiſts themſclues preach , and-teach) is 
like an Epiſtle or Letter, that God writes to all the faith- 
full , wherein he expreſleth his will, and what hee re- 
uires from cuery one. Whereuponir muſt needs follow, 
that in things which of _—_ weare to learne out of 
the ſame, it is moſt cleare and delucidant. For other- 
wiſe, God had not performed ſo much as his owne part, 
in that he pretended, which is, to reucale and make ma- 
nifeſt vnto vs his holy will , which can nor be auerred 
without great blaſphemy. Wherefore, let vs giue care 
to the molt learned Door Leon, who with his accuſto- 
med erudition and learning, confirmes what 1 haue ſaid, 
in theſe words he ſpeaking. thus: Iris a'very apparent 
thing, thatthe holy Scriptures were inſpired 0 0G, 
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that ight be acomfort vnto vs, in the moleſtations 
and they 08 this life, and in the darkeneſſe. and errors 
6f the ſame,a guiding and — light,and that for the 
wounds which finnc and cuill pathons make inour ſoules, 
we might haue a peculiar and healchfull remedy for cuer 
one of the.And becauſe he writ them for this SEE 
is vniuerſall, itis likewiſe cuident,that hee meant the vſe 
likewiſe of them ſhould bee common.to all ; and (o, for 
his part, he conſtituted and ordayned them , for he writ 
them in plaine and perſpicuous wordes, and inatongue 
that was naturall and Valoar amonglt them, to whom he 
firſt gauethem : afterward he appointed that they ſhould 
be tranſlated into other languages, &c. Father Arinzano 
thought and affirmed as much as Zeon, though in fewer 
words ; The hily Scripture (ſaith hee) waplaine and mani- 
feit Booke without danger , which God gaue unto vs, thit 4 
the ſame we might knowe him, DoFftor Braus (peakes wit 
S.Gregory , that as the looking-glaſſe is a thing which moſt di 
ſlinitly, and tolife repreſents things to the eye, ſo the Scripture 
containes all that which any wayes pertinent for our inſtruct;- 
on. And he addes, that holy Scripture is a glaſſe of the vn- 
Eran ng; and an information apt and requiſite for all ages, 
for all kin 
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and nuanner of people. Father Reynoſa affirmes M-efire Chri- 


with che ſame Gregory , that th: holy Scripture, with the ob- ſtians, ful 86. 


ſewrities thereof , exerciſeth the ſtrong and intelligent , and 
with it's humblephraſe and flue , applies it ſclfe to the capacitie 
of the /ample, an4 that it is not ſo intricate , as we neede to feare 
entring into the ſame. Father Puente is rarc and excellent 
in this point ,andfirſt he (ayes; the ſacred aud holy Goſp 1s 
do: fitte themſclues to all qualities and conditions of men , for as 

anna , being but one onely meate , com prehended th: ſaucur 
and taſte of all other , and was pleaſing to the 1el:ſh of him that 
Rate it; ſo the word of God, expreſt in the Goſp1l, bends it (clfe 
" #0 the apprehenſion of the hearers and Readers , yeel:/ing t9 
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Yemlibidem Otlery onethat ſpiritual refettion, which his owne neceffity and 

Folczgy. will requires. In another place hee fayes againe, with S. 

Gregory, (out of whom hee alſo tooke all the reſt hee de- 

liuered ) i» the Sea, cr Ocean of the holy Scripture, the Lambe 

may w de, and the Elephat may ſmimme. Becauſe the ſimpler 

fort like Lambes , may there merte with many verities ,wh:ch 

they m 9 re:d- and meditite upon with ſecuritie , wating 

throweh this deepe Orean by the banke or ſhore , and /o they of 

more ſublime wit and apprehen/ion ſhall encounter with many 

deepe myſteries, of ſuch profunditie that they knowe not where 

#o finde any ground : but they ſhall bee in no danger if they 

ſwimme with humility, and with a d-n'all of their owne iadge- 

ments, regerencing alwayes theſe ſccrets , that they cannot cons 

eetue,and enter into; and thus boththe one fort an! theother, 

with their reading and meditation on the holy Scripture_; as 

they ough: to doe , ſhall obt :ine_ the ſame fruits and benefites, 

14m ibidem | Furthermore,this ſelfe fame Authour, ſpeakes in another 

felz9% | A place, 7 hat the holy Goſpels are unto ws eyes wherwith we may 

He / 1 fifcerne and onderſtendthe divine Myſteri's difinitly and ap- | 

| ©) 1” parantly, and without the vaile of Frgures,and that they im- + 

part areſplendant & ſoueraigne light to theſe that reade them, 

rentaling unto them ſuch things as they ave to beleeue,, the re- 

wards they are to attend,the puniſhments they ſhould feare,and 

the ſiunes they 91:ght toſhunne,andavoid,gyc. Hee alfo faics 

in the ſame place , That the holy Gho#t afiſts thefe that reade 

and meditate ox the holy Scripture, rai/ing vp their underſlan- 

dngs and wills , that they may diſcerne loue , and prattiſe that 

which therem is conprehend:d. And hereunto hee addes, 

That this diaine Spirit opens our apprehenſion in the reading, 

that in the realing we may vnderſtand: But thoſe that depraue 

+ - the haly Sciptare, alleadging that it is obſcure,and not intelligi- 

” _ ble , hereinthey likewiſe defraud the holy Ghoſt , the eAuthour 

thereof ;, imputing vnto him ( O infernal, and diabolicall blaſ- 

Phemie ) the note of Impradence , Impotencie , and g's 
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that being willing ( as this Author ſpeakes) fo open the ſence 
Eo that reade it , cannot doe the liketa the uulger 
orte. 
The third ObieRion of our opolites , the Papiſts , is, 
thatby the roocommon reading of the holy Scriptures, 
many take occaſion toerre,and that therfore they are not 


to be publiſhed in the vulgat tongue. Tothis (© triuolous » 


and common obiction, and calumnic, I firſt anſwere : 
that the holy Scripture is ſo farre from being a motiue 
and ouerture to crrours , that the ſame rather curbes, and 
corre&sthem , as Father Serp/, rogerher with Thomas de 
Camps teach; And there is nothing that doth ſo ſtreng- 
then and fortific our mindes and vnderſtandings againſt 
errours , as the ſaid peruſall, and reading: As with Zau- 
rentius /uitimiinus, Frier loſeph de leſus Mariaaftirmes,and 
none will doubt of this, but ich as haue no ſhame, neither 
before God nor men. Secondly,I anſwere : that though 
for our lines there are many who abuſe the holy Scrip- 
ture , toground and erett their owneerrours, yet ought 
they not forall this to bee prohibited, as Father Gratun 
formerly declared vnto vs,and two more do now affirme: 
The firſt is Father Leandrode Granzda,in theſe words; No 
man wil forbeare to miniſter wholſome phyſick, though 
ſome weake perſon may peraduenture conuert the-medt- 
cine into poiſon. For both God and naturall reaſon in- 
ſtruts vs, that wee ſhould not negle&rhe great fruit and 
benefitthat may accrew to many by auoiding the deſpa. 
rate malice 'of ſome, that put themſclues ro death 
with their owne hands, and blinds themſclues becauſe 
they would not behold the Sunne: for this were a de- 
nying ofthat which is good to the good man, to whom 
_ it belongeth ro-preuent an cuill man, of thar ill 
imſelfe ſeckes. Thus farre the ſame Author proceedes: 
whereupon he concludes, that though many —_— 
E 2 


Serpi de purges | 
an Tn, | 


Fr.Toſeph cop. 


12.del libro 
la caſtidad, 


Fr, Leandro 
de Granada 
en el profogo del 
libro intitulads 
lu% ae las ma- 


raudllas. 


% 
- 


— 


36 
booke of the :Reuclations of S. Gertradi, and other ſuch 
like, yet ſhould they nor for all this bee prohibitedin the 
vulgar tongue. Now if this reaſon bee of force in ſuch 
bookes, whuch are repleniſhed with palpable lies, and 
moſt impudentblaſphemiecs, as that is which we former- 
ly mentioned of rhe eſpouſal'of Gererudis with Chriſt,and 


* that which enſues of her ; that is ro ſay, when Gertrudis 


Tdem cc »,v1th. 
model 6,0 4, 

de la 10ſs 44ti- 
on de ia dining 
picdad, 

The Reader 
muſt obſerue 
(as hee may 


pereciue in 
the Chap.z6. 


- of the ſame 


Author )that 
the ſame was 


was drawing neer to the hour of her death, Chriſt appea-+ 
red to her,clothed inglorious garments,the ornaments of 
an heauenly ſpouſe, accompanied with his bleſſed Mo- 
ther, and S. />bn Euangeliſt , and an innumerable multi- 
tude, both of men and women Saints, of Celeſtial Cour- 
tiers and inhabirants; and in particular, the reſplendant 
Armie of virgines, all clothed in white , who for all the 
day long continued in the Monaſtery ; and thar in the 
ſame Monaſtery, the Saints men and women, conuer- 
ſed with the Monkes and Nunnecs of the Monaſtery; and 
that the Lord,comming to the bed ofhis ſpouſe, and be- 
loued, hee beheld her with an amorous countenance,and 
ſhewed to her many fauours, and kinde entertainements; 
and ſhe bent her head ro Chriſt , who leaning and reſting 
himſelfe vpon the bed of the (icke partie , with both his 
hands hee opencd his breaſt , and: manifeſted ir to her, 
and ſayd :' T will now freethee , from the bandes of the 
fleſh, and preſent thee to my ſelfe, as the treaſure and 
ioy of my heart, to enioy thy ſweete. and pleafing com- 
panie &c.) Whereforeas 1 ſaid, if this reaſon bee_of 
force in ſuch like bookes, who can bee ſo ſhameleſle , as 


writen.by the 20 'denic , but that it muſt needes bee much more pre- 
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which promi- holy Ghoſt himſclfe inſpired into his ſeruants the Pro- 


ſeth ro them 
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phets and Apoſtles, who writte them ro open our vn- 


ir, admirable - derftandings, and make them ſacredand holy. 
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who as it ſcemes, hath conuertcd his ſweet and pleaſant 
graines, into fearcfull and thundring bullets, not ſo pier- 
cing and morrtall to vs, as tothe Romane Churchit ſelfe : 
For he applies himſelfe purpoſely, to refute the vanity of 
that propounded calumnie, with as much vehemency and 
ſplene, as if his owne life therein concurr'd. This Au- 
The ſayes, how others obie&, that by good reading,ma- 
ny take an occaſion to runne into many errors : To this I 


make anſwere, That there is nothing ſo good norperfeR, "x 


which humane malice may not depraue and abuſe, What 
dotrine can be more exatand-infallible,then that of the 
Goſpels and of S. Paxls Epiſtles ? and yet notwithſtan- 
ding all the heretiques that cuer haue beene, both mo- 
derne, and of ancient times, haue pretended to ground 
their herelies vpon this ſo perfe&t dofrine : whereupon 
the Apoſtle S. Peter, making mention of S. Pauls Epiſtles, 
heſayth, that there are in them many very difhculethings 
to be vnderſtood, ſo that many wicked men tooke occa- 
ſion our of this, toplant rheir errors, And further hee 
addes, that heretiques labour tro maintaine themſc]ues, 
out of all the bookes of the holy Scriptures , wreathing 
and wreſting them to colour and cloake theirerrors. And 
belides this, whatis there in humanelife, ſo neceflary and 
profitable, bur if wee forecaſt ſome inconuzniences that 
may enſue, wee may thinke it fir to be reieted ? Thus 
fubers ſhould neuer marrie their daughters, becauſe ma- 
ny wiucs dic in childbed ; and other ſome, are cut off by 
the crueltic- of their husbands : let there be no Phyſicke, 
nor Phylicians, becauſe many times, both they and their 
medicines kill : there muſt be no ſwords nor armes, ſce- 
ing men cuery day kill one another : men muſtnor croſle 
the Seas, inthat there happen euery day ſo many ſhip- 
wrackes both of men and .goods : all ſtudy in Theologie 
mult be laid apart, becauſe all hereriques abuling and adul- 
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terating of the ſame, take occaſion to ground their here» 
fies and errors thereupon. But what do I ſpeake of earthly 
things, ſccing cucn thoſe heauenly arc not exempred from 
their inconueniences ? What can be more expedient and 
requiſite forthe vic and gouernment of this world , then 
the Sunne? and yet how many men haue dyed & growen 
ſicke, through the immoderate heate thereof ? But _ 
doc I inſiſt in theſe things ? when cuen from the good- 
neſſe, mercy, and paſſhon of Ileſus Chriſt our Sauiour, 
(which are the henlamecient cauſes of all our happineſle) 
euill men preſume to perſeuere and continue in their ſins ? 
Vnto all that, tormerly deliuered , I will annexe this one 
thing of great conlideration; and therefore I demand, 
Whar more efficacious and piercing moriue can there be, 
to conuince all vnderitanding, and reducethem to true 
faith, thcn the reſurreRtion of Lazarus, who had lien bu- 
ried foure dayes, and ſtunke, whom the Lord raiſed vp 
againe with theſe words ; La{arus come foorth. And this 
was ſufficient, that neither the gates of death,nor the liga- 
rures & bands wherewith he was bound,could keepe him 
in his graue. Vhat heart can there be ſo hard and obdu- 
rate, that will norbe mollified , and yeeld to the faith and 
belicte of that Lord , by meanes of this ſo incxplicable a 
miracle ? But O che incredible malice of humane hearts ! 
this ſo wonderfull a miracleis notonely not preualent, to 
ſubdue the hearts of che high Prieſts and Phariſes, but 
further here-from , they were excited to condemne to 
death rhe worker of ſo renowmed a miracle : wherewith 
not being content, they ſought to kill Lazarus, becauſe 
many by his meanes came to beleeue in the Sauiour. 
Wherefore, it humane malice be ſoimplacable, as that ir 
here-from alſum'd a motiuc and ſtimulation to ſo great a 
wickednelle, whocan produce any argument from that 
abuſe, wherewith wicked men alienate and yy" 
g00C 
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good'things , —_ and wrefting them to their cor- 
rupt and prophane willes, that hereby a good ſhould be 
preuented arid cut off? Tothis demaund made by fo fa- 
mous an Author, (whoſe reaſons all theſe I have deliue- 
red, were) I would faine haue the Romane Antichriſt 
make anſ{were, who prohibites the reading of the ſacred 
Scriptures to an innumerable ſort of che vulgar, depri- 
ning them hereby, of infinite many benetirs, which from 
the reading of che ſame doe accrew, in that ſome abuſe 
and alienate rhem, This Author ſtill proſecutes,ler all this 
be ſpoken, that men may diſcerne and vnderſtand , that 
there can be nothing ſo good, buritis expoſed ro ſome 
inconuecniences,yet procur'd rather by the abuſes of men, 
then our of rhe originall nature ms 

And yet forall this, there is no reaſon, that through the 
diſorder and miſprilion of a few, many and good men 
ſhould looſe the fruit and emolument of wholeſome do- 
Arine. All whichour bleſfed Sauiour plainely intimared 
vnto vs, inthe parable of the Cockle, where he ſayes, that 
the other ſeruants demanding of their maſter, whether 
they ſhould weed outthe bad weeds or no, that ſo they 
might not be prciudiciall co rhe good ſeed, hee anſwered 
them, that they ſhould let chem alone, becauſe it may well 
. be, thatin plucking vp the weeds ,rogether with the,rhey 
might irradicate the good cares. In which parable hee 
points out vnto vs, that the priuiledge and immunities of 
the good. ought [5 renderly ro be reſcrued, that many dif- 
commodities are to be digeſted, rather then thar good 
men {hould be hurr or damnified. If Chriſt himſelfe 
taught vs thus much , why does the Pore, who vaunts 
himſelfe to be his Vicar, both teach and pratiſe the con- 
trary ? Why docth hee depriuc good men of the divine 
Scriptures, and therein of-a na} incſtimable, in that 
ſome particular bad'men vſethemill ? ſecing he is nor a 
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vice-god vpon carth, (as with a braſen face hee entitles 
himlſelfe) but a vice-deuill of hell, whoſe workes he per- 
formes , and whom men obey in cuery thing ; whereof 
(except he ſpeedily repent) hee ſhall one day recciue the 
iuſt reward and 'recompence. Bur yet, let vs proceede a 
litcle further with this Author : Vnto all this I adde(faith 
hee) that ſound dodtrine is ſo farre from being a motiue 
and ſtimulation vnto crrour, that rather it is the meanes 
ro confirme and ſtrengthen vs in our faith : wherefore I 
thought good , here toinſerta thing, which a certaine 
Lok of the holy Inquiſition of theſe kingdomes of Por- 
tugall related to me, the which is very behoouefull to 
prooue the benefit ofgood and diſcreet reading, and the 
diſcommoditie that growes from bad and iniudiciall per- 
uling of bookes. This Lord therefore , reported to mee, 
that a man came to thar ſacred Court, to require mercy, 
who freely confeſt, that applying himſelfe to reade cor- 
rupt and vicious bookes , his-true faith was thereby 6 
ſhaken, as that he tirmely beleeued hee had no more to 
anſ{were for, butto dic like a bealt. But afterwards, vpon 
a ſpeciall occaſion thar fell our, or rather in that it was ſo 
ordained by diuine prouidence, he began againe to reade 
and peruſe books of good inſtruftion ; by meanes where- 
of, he was releaſed ot the blindneſſe wherein he formerly 
ſtood. This very Author till annexeth another exam- 
ple ofa Moore, whoſe eyes God opened bythe helpe of 
good and commendable reading, cuen as it happened to 
the Queene of Echiopia's Eunuch, by reading in the Prc» 
phet E/aiz5. Wherefore if the benefites growing from 
good reading be ſo diuine, and thar of corrupt and vici- 
ous reading, ſo hurtfull and pernicious, let me aske of the 
Papiſts one queſtion ; From whence comes it, that bad 
reading is permitted to allin generall, and che good onely 
roa few innumber? If chey know and belecue that the 
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41 

Eunuch, being one in the ranke of ſecular men , attain'd 
to the vaderitanding of Chriſtian veritie, by reading of 
the holy Scriptures, and thar the fore-mentioned Spa- 
niard, by the reading of profane bookes loſt his faith,and 
became an Atheiſt, how comes jt, that the Lords Inquiſt- 
tors after hereticall errors, doe not conſent that there one 
onely booke of the diuine Scriptures may be publiſher in 
the vulgar tongue, that ſo ſecular men, like to that Eu- 
nuch, may daily readc in it, whereas they tolerate an in- 
finite company of obſcene and vicious bookes , permit- 
ting them to come into cuery mans hands? Ifthey take 
away the holy Scriptutes from che popular ſort, which 
might be very profitable for _ nopreiudice to 
any, (except they aſſume it from their owne corruption 
and blindneflc) vnder colour and pretext, that ſome 
ground their errors out of them, how isit, that they ſuf- 
fer ſo many bad and profane bookes, that can benefite 
none, but (as experience continually teacheth) are the in- 
ftruments of many cuils? I cannot conceiue what an- 
ſwere the Papiſts will rerurne hereunto : but this I am 
aſſured of, that as the Pope , the Inquiſitors, and great 
Prelats know well, that the vulgar ſortcan neuer pothibly 
come to the ſenſe and feeling of that miſerable ſeruirude, 
whereunto they haue reduced chem , by the meanes of 
depraued and perulant bookes, they therefore indiffe- 
rently permit them to be read of all men, making no ac- 
count of the errors and vices, that encreaſe rhrough the 
reading of ſuch bookes , in thartthey ſpeake not againſt 
the Aurhoritie of the Pope nor of the Inquilitors : But by 
reaſon they know, tharthe holy Scripture isacleare and 
manifeſt light, that will reucale their workes and falſe do- 
Qrine, they vſe all the care and circutnſpetion pofſible, 
that the vulgar ſortmay netreade them, and ſocome ro 
diſcerne the inſupportable yoke they haue laide _=_ 
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them, This, out of all doubt is the true reaſon, why they 
ſuppreſle the reading of holy Scriptures, and tolerate 
thoic thatare corrupt and bad. 

And thac this may the more clearely appeare,I thought 
fit here to ſer dowac ſomewhar of much, which diuers 
Spaniſh Doftors haue veter'd againſt prophane bookes, 
and the gicat preiu:lice that euery day growes in Spazne, 
by the reading of them. Father Torr2s, amongſt other 
things afhimes, that many of thoſe bookes viually read 
at this day throughout all S2azze, are obſcene and diſho- 


- neſt, and are good for notking elſe, bur to make Pandors 


and ſecret Bawdes. teaching them to linne, and to ſend 
many loules into hell. Theſe pernicious bookes haue a 
number of followers and well-will.rs ; burgood writings 
that trear of vertuc and pietic, lic ciole hid vp in corners : 
for theſe ill bookes, like acanker,cnter and ſeaze vpon all 
parts of the mind,and ſoirradicate and plucke vp the root 
and ground of all vertues; but the Lords Inquilitors 
winke at alithis. Father /oſcph de [eſizs Marta, is very ad- 
mirable vpon this ſubiet,exhibiting vnto vs many ſtrong 
and vnanſ{werable reaſons. wherewirh to ſubdue and o0- 
uercome our aduerſanes : Firſt of all theretore hee ſayes, 
that in many bookes, whichare much read in the vulgar 
tongue, ON come into the hands of the common people 
in Spatme_, they vic idolarrous ſpeeches and phraſcs, 
wherein the Chriſtian Faith aad Religion is {candaliz'd, 
and the religious and godly cuſtcraes of Catholike peo- 
ple: T har bookes of Yoerric, are full of blaſphemies, and 
vent more crror. then eucr the Genriles did in their wri- 
tings. All this, the ſame Author afhrmes, and daily ex- 
erience ſhewes no leſſe , which the Lords Inquititors 
hho well enough and yetnorwithtandingall rhis,the 
rmit vnto all, and except none, the reading of fuck 
nn but to reade the word of God in ſecular men, 


% they 
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they reputeit for a crime worthy of death, and asan of- 
fence of that nature, they puniſh ir. This very Author 
ſayes further, That in hole bookes there are not onely 
found many violent inſtigations to vice, bur alſo maſters 
and skilfull pedagogues , who teach andinſtrut, howto 
attempt and proſecute them ; yea which is more, they 
makea bed for hereſies. Bur this lait (though it be infal- 
libly true) he confirmes with a very groſle and explodible 
lie, ſpeaking thus : When impious Later (faith hee) be- 
an to diſperſe his poyſon in G:ymanie, Sathan being de- 
_—_ to bring into France likewiſe this herelie, when he 
found ſo maine a reliſtance in that moſt Chriſtian king- 
dome, he laboured with ſubrill policie, to haue the Fables 
of Ama1i of Gauletran\lated into French,that they might 
infe&t and taint the minds of Noble people, they being 
beſt read , and moſt curious in reading , and to prepare 
them for the embracing of hereſtes; and ſo by the tickling 
delight of I:ſciuious loues , of fabulous tears of Armes, 
and magica!l Incgntarions, the mindes of men in a ſmall 
time were {o poiſoned and defiled, that no diſcourſe paſ- 
ſed among ingenious and curious people, but of matrers 
ridiculous and fabulous. And that when the deuils mini- 
ſters perceiued, how this Tranſlation was ſo well recci- 
ued and entertained , they returne againe, to ſow abroad 
other dreames and Fables, tranſlating daily more immo- 
deſt and fabulous bookes, which did ſo obfuſcare and 
darken young wits, and ſo notably polluted and ſtained 
their willes, that men rertir'd themſelues from the reading 
of good books, and diuine Hiſtories, and cuen the Name 
of Chriſt came to be lefſe called vpon. Thus farre extend 
the words of that Author; wherein, firſt, matter i> mini- 
ſtred to vs of no lender laughrer, in his imputing to the 
Proteftants of Franc?, (whom hee calls hererickes) that 
which iuſtly at this day may be rather impoſed on the 
2 Papiſts, 
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Papiſts, and thoſe praftifes currant and in vſe amongſt 
them, as the ſame Author himſelfe complaines, roge- 
ther with many others, and dayly proofes aad trials 
would informe vs, though they had beene filent. For 
who is ignorant, that in the Papacie,/Uiuine Hiſtories are 
exil'd and banilhr, and prophane, and fabulous Roman- 
ces broughtin, in thar ſtead > No man there, mentions 
the calling on the Name of Chriſt, but vpon fome image 
of ſtone, or wood, of his Mother, or ſome other Saint. 
And who knowes nor, that throughout all the reformed 
Churches, they are conuerſant generally in reading free- 
ly the holy Scriptures, and that onely the ſacred Name 
of Chriſt is in cuery place, and of all mencalled vpon ; 
. and therefore in this reſpe&, the Pope, and the Inquiſi- 
tors, proſecute them with fire and ſword, endeauouring 
that thoſe Saints by them canoniz'd, ſhould bee prayed 
vnto, and Chriſts holy Name quite and cleane forgot- 
een? Bur leaving this for another place, letir be lawfull 
for vs once more, to demand of the Papiſts , Whatis the 
reaſon , that they vnderſtanding how theſe fanraſticalt 
and idle bookes, brought fo much detrimentand hurtro 
the fairhfull in France_, that as wiſe men ( whoſe pro- 
pertic it is, as wee fay in our Spaniſh tongue, £{carmentar 
en cabeca agena, To bee atraid by other mens harmes) 
they doe not baniſhout of the Paoacie, the originall and 
cauſe of ſo many cuils, yer this they not onely not doe, 
but euery day they bring in and multiply theſe bratiſh 
and ſordide bookes ? Forlabouring fo indaſtriouſly.and 
ſtudioully, ro remooue out of Sparne_, the holy Scrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongue, the ſame being reucaled by 
God , neither conteining ſo much as one letrer, thar 
juſtly demerits either blame or reprehenfion, bur being 
written onely and wholly for our inſtrution and be- 
nefite : wherefore, I, ſay, viing ſuch rigor and ſeueritic 
| tO 
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to this divine Booke, doe they indifferently and gene- 
rally permit allmen , to reade aninfinice number of ba ſe 
and pernicious bookes , replenithr and ſtufft with blaſ- 
phemics , and implying many Herelies, whereunto 
they attrat, and drawe the moſt godly and zealous, 
as our Aducrſarics them(ſelues tiankly contetle, and ac- 
knowledge. Till our Aduerſaries giue a tull anſwere ro 
this demand, it will not bee alrogether vniit , here ro ſet 
downe, what learned Door Leon (ith , after hee hatch 
complained , that one of the greateſt calamities of our 
times , was, that men are growen to ſuch an inclination 
anddiſpoſition , { hee ſpeakes of the Papiſts, and more 
particularly of the Spaniards) thar the holy Scriptures, 
which ar other times, were wont to be a cure and remedy, 
are become an infectious poylon , for this preiudice ( he 
ſayes) they haue wrought , that by the preſumption and 
pride of che vulgar, they haue made the reading of the 
Scriptures vaprofeable for them, and ſo another cdiſcom- 
moditic enſues , I cannot tell whether i may iuſtly ſay 
a worſer, for they berake rhemſciues , without any bri- 
dle or reſtraint , to the reading of many bookes , not one- 
ly vaine, and frivoulous, but importantly obnoxious 
and hurtfull ; the which as by the Arr of the deuill, haue 
in number encreaſt more in our age then any other , for 
want of ſuch as were good and vertuous, and tie ſame 
hath 'happened to vs, as many times it doth with the 
earth , which , whcnitcannor bring torth corne, it pro- 
duceththornes; and | affirme, that this ſecond dam- 
m2?ge, doth in ſome fort ſurmount rhe other , becauſe 
tn the ſac:ed Scriptures , men onely loſe a great Inſtru- 
ment and meanes, to be good, burin theſe profane Au- 
thors they finde the nrlunr oe; ro be euiil and wicked, for 
in the firſt onely the Rudder and'Sterae of good gouern- 
ment _is taken away , and'in the other fomenration-.and 
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nouriſhment is exhibited to vices. For as S. Paal allead- 
gcth, cuill wordes corrupt good manners , and an ob- 
{cene'and vnpure booke, which is dayly beforethe eyes 
of him that reades it , what willir notefte&? or how is 
ic pofſible hee ſhould bee cleare from groſſe and vnwhol- 
ſome blood, that is maintained with nothing bur cor- 
ruption, and poyſon. And in trueth , if wee doe bur 
intentiucly obſeruc it, and bce iuit and vpright iudges, 
wee cannot but giuc ſentence, that the jm parr of 
our deprau'd and debauſhrt cuſtomes ( which wee dayly 
ſee and meere withail ) proccedes from the continuall 
reading of theſe profane and ſcurrillous bookes , with a 
reliſh of Gentiliſme and Infidelitic , which thoſe that 
are Zealous of Gods (cruice finde in them , and | knowe 
not, whether in any age amongſt Chriſtian people, a grea- 
ter plague hath been prooued. In my iudgement, the be- 
ginning the roote, and the abſolute originall of theſe 
evils, conlifts in thele bookes. This and much more, ' 
the ſame famous Dotor writ vpon this particular, and 
queſtionleſſe would haue ſpoken much more, and farre 
more ſignificantly , had it nor been for that ſame crucll, 
barbarous,and inhumane Inquiſition of Spazre , in which 
moſt ſtinking and obſcure priſon, hee remained ſeuen 
yecres , in the Towne of Yaladolid , where ( as all rhe 
world knowes ) hee vnderwent great troubles , afMi- 
ftions , and rorments, becauſe hce vttered in a Ser- 
mon, a Propoſition, that was not pleaſing to the Pope 
of Rome, thoughit was but Chriſtian and true , where- 
of, peraduenture wee will intreate more at larpe in ano- 
ther booke. Now, it remaines,we only obſcrue how the 
ſacred Scriptures are not prohibited the faithfull, ro con- 
taine them within a certaige moderation and gouerne- 
ment, becauſe this impertinentand ſeuere prohibition 
(as the Papiſts themſclucs well knowe ) is a cauſe, of 
: greater 
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greaterand more pernicious Inconueniences. And who 
can bee ſo credulous as to belecue, that ro make bad men 
good , th:y muſt needes depriue them of the holy Bible, 
which is the onely Inſtrument to make them good ? when 
they freely permitdiſhoneſt and immodeſt bookes, which 
are the proper Initruments of ſinne and impictie ? Sure- 
ly hee cannot bur bee a fuole that beleeues this. Burlet 
vsgrant, thatthey who. tooke tram the vulgar the vſe 
and reading of the Scriptures, pretended herein to re- 
mooue accalion and mceanes of breeding erraurs; yet, 
when iong experience had taught them, thar, 
Inct erwit in \ci{lan, cuprent's vitare Cariblom : 
which is, that ſtudying to preuent one preiudice, the 
brought in a thouſand, ( (eeing through defaule of the ,,, 
ho'y acrighures, profane bookes crept 1n) why, i ſay,d1d (4 mite 
they not Jabour tro ſuppreſle ſo pernicious a piague , by ſ-q=-=w-r. 
reſtoring them , and excluding rhe other, ſecing natural! 
reaſon informes vs, that of two neceſſary euils,we thould 
euer imbracethe lealt : how much more in thar the holy 
Scriptures are good of rhem(elues , and remote from ail 
euill. There is no doubr, burit that prohibition limply 
aymed at the good and beneftr of the taichtul,they would 
haue beene ſo; bur there's all the matter , tn that chey do 
not-ſo much lerke the profit and benefit of the futhfuil, 
burrather cher 0+-ne particular ends and intereits ; the 
which conliſt; mainely , in concealing f:om the people 
the knowiedge of —_ , whichthey mightarrayne vnto 
by meanes ofthe holy Scriptures , and that they ſhould 
not ſecke and aftef ro vnderitand it, they haue alwayes 
entertained them, wichthe ſcumme and dregges of idle 
and prof.ne bookes :- the reading whereof is not onely 
frankely permitred rhem., bur further 1t is a cauſe, that 
oppoſire to the willes and defires of good men, they are 
peruſed and read ouer by all; of which,amongt _— 
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the former mentioned Father Joſeph , complaines in theſe 
wordes: The abuliuc and poyſonable prattiſe of euill 
bookes , allowed of in Spaine , from whence the greateſt 
part of corrupt cuſtomes proceedes, comes not from the 
allowance and toleration of the Lawes, nor from the 
King, becauſe they haue ordained ſufficient remedies a- 
gainſt chis dammage and preiudice , bur rather from the 
negligence and careleſneſle of Iudges , both Secular and 
Eccleliaſticall,in executing ſuchiuſt and good Lawes,and 
they , whom this moſt of all did concerne , were the Bi- 
{hops and Prelats of che Church,who being to giue dai- 
ly notice hereof to.Kings and temporal Lords,that they 
might helpe and ioyne together , for the baniſhing our of 
the Commonwealth theſe fountains of pollution and vn- 
cleannefle; chey did not only not do it,bur Kings & Prin- 
ces exhorting them to purge and cleanle the Kingdome 
of this letiferous poyſon , . a yetliue , and perſeuerc in 
the ſame , with moſt pernicious carcleſneſle and forger- 
fulneſſe, not withour ſpeciall and ſingular danger to their 
ewne conſciences, and the ſoules of their poore ſubices. 
A little after , the ſame Authour ſayes, it 1s a lamentable 
itie, that ſo many ſage and wiſe conſiderations hauin 
hs entred into, to eſtabliſh theſe iuſt Lawes, which 
was ( to remooue ourof their Stugics,and Libraries theſe 
hucrfull bookes) ſo many Petitions preferred by the 
Sollicitors of the Kingdome, ſo many meetings and con- 
ſultations with the Lords of the Counſell , with ſuch a 
number of manifeſtations written and publiſhed , rouch- 
ing the Kings pleaſure in this behalfe , it could neuer bee 
once pur in execution , the vrgent necefhtic of this exe- 
curion being ſo mareriall and important, what ſhall wee 
ſay ro this? but onelv, that the Pope, Biſhops,and Fa- 
thers of th+ Faith,conniue at this perdicion,ſecing neither 
the King , nor the whole Kingdome can ſo far aſs 
wit 
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with them, as to executeſuch iuſt, bchoofefull and bene- 
ficiall Lawes ; in all other reſpeRs they being ſo ſedulous, 
induſtrious and circumſpet in purging ( as they ſay) the 
bookesand writings ofthe holy Doors of the Church, 
{not exempting herein the Scriptures diuine) as appeares 
in a publiſht booke , called Index expurgatorize. All this 
wee hauc produced,by reaſon of that, which Father Gra- 
nada (ayes,he heard from an Inquiſitor , and hee himſelfe 
allcadgerh it, to ſhew the great dammage that proceedes 
from bookes of corrupt dofrine and inſtruftion,and the 
inexplicable emolumenr & profit , derining from bookes 
of good and vertuous Argument; itnow remaines that 
we ſhould conclude and ſhut vp this diſcourſe, with the 
very words which the ſame Granada victh, in the finiſh» 
ing of his diſcourſe : Lawes , and iuſt Tribunalls, looke 
notſo much vpon particulars as to generalls, that is to 
ſay,not what may happen to particular perſons, but what 
generally concerneth the good of all, who, in norea- 
{on ought co periſh, through the abuſe and diſorder of 
ſome, neither in like manner doe they aime , at the par- 
ticular preiudice which things procure, if the generall 
benefits bee greater then the preiudices : as we may per- 
cciue in Nauigation at Sea, for if the dammages of 1p- 
wracke be great and important yet the benefits of Naui- 
gation arc farre greater. 

Theſe are the principall reaſons which our Aduerſa- 
ries produce , againſt the publicke vſe and reading of the 
holy Scriptures, thereſt are ſo weake and friuolous , as 
they deſcrue not to haue any more time ſpent in pro- 
pounding them , for that would bee as much as to refute 
them ; and ſo the time wee ſhould ſpend in them , will 
be berrer gain'd ,in ſerting downerwo reaſons, which be- 
fides the other before alleadged - ſhew plainely ro our 
view, andasit were with the pointing of a finger, = 

G t 


/ 


Granada en el 
preambuls de {a 
2.perte de ia 
$nerodwccion 
del Symbo.s, 


inpicces,and burnt.;and to kill any one , in whoſc hands 


FO 
the Pope depriues not the vulgar of the Bible, to doe 
them good , bur rather to auoyd and {hunne his owne 
precipice , with which wee will cloſe and ſhut vp this 
Treatiſe. 

The firſt reaſon is, becauſe (as Father Luys de Grana- 
da ſayes) all rhe ſtudie and care of our ca irallenemic is, 
to bereaue vs of this light of the word of God , and hee 
confirmes it thus : The firſt thing the Philiſtines per- 
formed , when they had Sampſon in their power, was to 
plucke out his eyes; and when they had done this , they 
found no difhcultic in doing whatſoeuer clſe they meant 
tolay vpon him, cucn to the making of kim grinde ina 
Mill.. And this Authour addes , of the ſame people iris 
written, that they were very carcfull and vigilant to pro- 
curethar there might bee no Forges among(t the people 
of 1ſra:1, but that having ncede of any ſuch things, 
they ſhould repaire vnto their Countrey to haue them, 
and to. make vic of their Forges, becaule the people of 


Iſrael by this\meancs , remaining vnfurniſhed and difar-" 


med, they might the more cafily ſuppreſſe and ouer- 
come them. Wirth the fame Authour therefore, wee 
may demaund , . whatbee the Armes of a Chriſtian war- 
fare , but the Ward of God ?- and fill with the -ſame 
Authour wee perſcuere and: ſay; our enemies in many 
parts, hauec ſtript and bereaucd v3 of theſe Armes , and 
inſtead of them , left vnto vs the bookes of their ha- 
tred and malice , which arc obſcene and profane bookes, 


* zſtigators vnto vice , all which they doe ,' thatthe peo- 


pk hereby remayning diſarmed , they might ceaze,vp- 
on them, anddiſpoſe of themand their occaſions , -aC- 
cording to their owne wiltes and pleaſures, imitating 
herein, thar-ſacrilegious and abominable:/King Antioch, 
who commanded the bookes of Gods Law , tobe torne 
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at any time they were found; This he did, becauſe (as Pacheco 
Father Pacheco obſcrues) the wicked man ſaw , that for 4/1, ft 
his wicked deflignes and intentions, it was a behoofe- 7*** 
full.ching , to extinguſh and ſuppreſle the ſacred bookes : 
And this,and no other,is the luely reaſon, why the Pope 
and che Inquiſitors ſo m_—_ prohibit them, and rake 
away the liues of ſuch faichfull men , that deſire to reade 
them in their owne tongue : like another Antioch, do- _ 
ing as hee did , which moſt impudently and falſely they 200 Lene 
would put vpon , and applie vnto Henry the eighth, King Forſece, els 
of England ; affirming that hee tooke from religious men pus. 7 
the holy Bookes , knowing tharthe reading of them was — 
as powerfull and trenchant Armes. Vndoubtedly , if I cap.a.andin f. 
ſhall expreſſe what 1 haue by experience found true, in L_ 
this moſt noble and flouriſhing Kingdome of England, preambuirdels 
about this particular, it will bee wonderfull different, 2.þ.arte de ta 
and contrary tothat which we ſee dayly practiſed at this 
day, in all goucrnments living vnder the obedience of the 
Romance Church ; For whereas there,vpoa gricuons and 
crucll penalties, the common people arc prohibited the 
reading of the ſacred Scriptures , becauſe the Pope, and 
the reſt ofche Prelates know well that they would finde 
matter enough in them, wherewith to conuince and 
condemne , their falſe dorines , here all faithfull and 
Chriſtian men, are exhorted to reade and meditate on 
them ; nay, they are ſharpely rebuked if they doe nat fo : 
For here neither the Biſhops , nor other Prelates and Mi- 
niſters of che Church haue any feare, 4eaſt the people 
ſhould finde their condemnation, whereas in other pla- 
ces, this Diuine light of the holy Bookes is baniſht, as 
Father Granads complaynes and laments; but in this Granada ibid; 
Realme ir ſhines and lighrens in the moſt hidden and ſe- 
ſecrer corners thereof, T here Ptelates are deftiture of all 
knowledge, yea,inſogrofle amanner , as that ſome of 
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WL them neuer ſo much as ſawe the Bible, as Father Efe/ls 
þ complaincs , but here there is ſcant achildeof a dozen 
yeeres olde, who hath notread and readit often. In o- 
ther kingdomes , many of the Paſtours doe nor vnder- 
ſtand the Diuinegyriings, and which is more, they con- 
remne them , or at leaſt ſeeme to make of them bura 
light and (lender eſtceme , neither doe they rerainc any 
good opinion of thoſe that doe. vnderſtand them , as 
Bio enelpro- moſt _ —_ ny afhrmes. Here, all _ in 
4 9 general , bur eſpecially the moſt reverend Biſhops, are 
oP " conuerſant in ud ſame ſtudic of Diaine 4 = = 
cuery one highly eſtceming , to ſtudic and vnderſtand 
them, and heeis reputed but a bad Chriſtian, and a 
worſe Paſtour that doeth otherwiſe. And finally, in 
thoſeparts,like wicked Antiochw,they put thoſe Seculars 
to death that read the holy Scripture : bur here like re- 
ligious and zealous Chriſtians, they commend and re- 
munerate ſuch as reade them. This, becauſe it is well 
knowne to all , I doe not here particularly ſpecifie in any 
large relation , becauſe experience hath raught mee the 
trueth thereof. From whence I gather, that what the 
Papiſts faigne and deuiſe of Henry the cight, is an in- 
fernall lye, forged by themſclues; for how can it ſtand 
with any reaſon, that to bring ina Religion, that ap- 
prooucs nothing more in the fairhfull , then the reading 
ofthe holy Scriptures, Henry the cight ſhould prohibire 
them, and therefore what they falſely father vpon 
Henry the eight, rather may bee applied to the Romane 
£ Church, where the Scripturesare forbidden vpon paine 
of death, for no other cnde, but the ſame for which 
eAntiochus the Great , ſuppreſt and forbade the Booke 

of God. 
The ſecond reaſon which ſheweth rhat the Pope for- 
biddeth the Scriptures,not ſo much for the peoples good 
. as 


33 
as to ſhunne his owne ſhame, is this enſuing... The Pope 
of Rome, knowing, that it hath ener bcene a commenda- 
ble cuſtome in the Chriſtian Church, that publike Rea- 
ders ſhould daily imparrro all the people the reading of 
the Prophers and other bookes of the holy Scripture,and 
cthatina Tongue which they vnderſtood, (as may be col- 
leted out of S. Ambroſe vpon the fourth Chapter ro the 
Epheſians, and Door Sandawual well notes it, as wee ſhall $.n4onct en et 
ſhew by and by) and withall perceiuing on the one part, 57% 41% 
that he could not quite pat downe this good cuſtome,and >a _ 
without apparent ſcandall ; and on the other fide, conſi- 
dering, that if che reading of the Scripture were conti- 
nucd to be permitted in the vulgar tongue, his ryrannicall 
Empire would ſoone fall to che ground, (becauſe it isim- 
ble thar one [hould reade , or heare read the holy 
Scripture, but he malt difcerne the fallhood of the Popes 
dodrine) _—_—_—_ hee craftily deuiſed a middle way to 
effec his purpoſe, which was (as wee haue faid) princi- 
pally to conceale his owne {hame, more then to efte the 
good of the people. Firſt, hee ordained indeed that the 
Scripture ſhould be read to the people, and thus farre hee 
cunningly cumplied with. the ancient Chriſtian Church, 
and by this meanes ſubtilly caſt a vaile and miſt ouer his 
rreachene : bur ſecondly, hee ſo ordained reading of the 
Scripture, with fuch a limitation and checke, thar in cf- 
fe (though che vulgar cannot diſcerneit) hee vtterly 0+ 
uerthrowes the praQiſe of the ancient Chriſtian Church, 
while he reſtraines the reading of it roa tongue not vnder- 
ſtood vulgarly, thatis, to the Latine onely : which, what 
i5itelſcineftc, then not to haucit read ar all? and if ſo, 
tis then moſt apparent, that the peoples vnderſtandings 
are depriued of aninualuable benefit; and it is notlikely 
thatall this buſineſſe ſhould be made for bencfit ro no bo- 
dy : andif to any body, cither cro-the people,or himſelfe ; 
G 3 not 
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not to the people (as. hath beene ſhewed) ergo, to him- 
ſelfe and what tharis, appeares clearely, though he cn- 
deauout to keepe it.in the darke , which may belt be cffe- 
Acd iti a tongue not vnderſtood : but ſuch is the Popes 
ſubtiltie. herein , that the poore ſeduced people cannot 
ſyſpe& him all this while , nor conſequently complaine 
or {ceke for. remedy, becauſe the Pope ſtill beares them in 
hand with faire prectenſions , that he (till keepes the anci- 
ent cuſtome of the Church on foot, though indeed hee 
doerh nothing leſſe ; for the ancient Church euer pro- 
pounded the Scriptures to the common people, in a 
rongue knowen and vnderſtood of all, as is cuident] 

| prooucd by theſe enſuing wordes of Sardowall. Inſtinus 
| 14am, pog,20, Marty? (ſayrh hee) relates of the Chriſtians of the Primi- 
| tive Church, that on the Lords day they aſſembled roge- 
ther, and LeQures were read vnto them out of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtlesz and when the LeQion was ended, 
the Paſtor admoniſhed them, to performe in life and pra- 
iſe, what they had heard read : whereupon it is more 
then probable, that the ſaid Le&ure and Reading was in 
the vulgar tongue, well vnderſtood of all the Auditorie ; 
for otherwiſe, the Paſtor ſhould haue beene bur a foole,in 
vrging them to performe , what they neither conceiued 
nor yndcrſtood ; becaule, according to that Philoſophi-« 
call Axiome, N7bil volutum , quin precognitum. Father 
BI PeFranciſce Franciſco (Antonio allo confeſleth as much , and that in 
Antmic;fol.g. plainer termes and words,as in theſe following : The E- 
_ _—_ piſtles ofthe Apoſtles were read in the preſence and hea- 
ts myt-ris Ting of all the faithfull, ſo as they might be heard noton- 
de lamiſſs.Þ ly by the learned, butalſo by the vulgar; not onely by 
olde men, but alſo by young. Then which, what could 
be ſpoken more plainly ? and indeed ir doth fo farre con» 
uince the conſciences of the Romanilts, that as you ſee, 
they cannot chooſe but confeſle it, and therefore -accor- 
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dingly»rhe Papiſts at this day (thatthey might ſeeme to 


continue the ancient cuſtome) not being alrogerther ſoim- 
pudent as alrogether toabrogateit , they make pretenſes 
(bur all are but deceizfull ſhadowes) and teach that in the 
Leftures-and Readings of the holy Scriptutes-in the 
Church' of Rem at this day, albrhe people ſhould vnder- 
ſtand, eucn as Father Afarques clearly confelleth,in theſe 
wordes: One ofthe principalleſt reaſons, why wee are 
commanded to heare Maſle on Feſtioall dayes, is, becauſe 
in the Epiſtles, Goſpels, prayers, and other things vttered 
in the Maſe, mention is made of all the chicteſt myſteries 
of our Redemprion, becaule faithfull men hearing them, 
they tight be committed ro their memories, and they not 
grow forgetfull of ſuch benefits. - This is taken our of Fa- 
ther Marquez. Now if it be true(asis confeſt and preten- 
ded) that the people ſhould commir ro memory, and nor 
forget che things they heare, how comes it to paſſe thar 
they doe not ſo? Is it not becauſe rhey-vnderſtand not ? 
and is not the cauſe hereot,their hearingit inan vaknown 
tongue ? anJ doth not this cur off allthe benehts precen- 
ded, and 'leaue the people in the ſame caſe as if they had 
no Scriptures atall? Foras reaſon informes vs,. and that 
great learned Doctor Leeſma teacherh vs, He thatcan 
vtter athing in Latine, if he vnderſtand not the Latine; it 
is the ſameas if he knew ir not atall, Wherefore in the 
Readings ofthe Romane Church, it is onely pretended, 
and-no more, that the people vnderſtand : butif you aske 
them what, or how they vnderſtand, rheirlaſt refuge and 
all the anſwere thatis 'eftis, Tharthey vnderſtand what 
the Church doth, and that implicitly. Moreouer, forthe 
better prevailing of this deluſion, and theentertainmenr 
of rhjs, pretenſe, the Papiſts;themſclues belccue , that, in 


the Malſe Chriſt preacherth vntothem his, Goſpel, by the 3/=2rado en 
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mouth of the Prieſt, as TAvaradonotes, and alſo-by the 
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mourh of the Deacon, in the ſame, which they call the 
high Maſle, as the G/ofe ſpeakes, ſuper capur prrieitis, 25. 
8 dc inſanttam 29. which Maſter Rodrigaez alledgeth,who + 
o..r0, teacheth che ſame, The Papiſts doe likewiſe teach, thar 
deſwebrs the Epiſtle deliuered in the Maſle, is like vnto a letter, 
| morals, which God ſends vnto men, to reucale vnto them his 


7 will , and what hee requires at their hands , and that the 
6 Deacon when he reads the Letter, or the Prieſt when hee 
| reads it in the Maſle, finds the whole will of God therein 
Puente 4. :99. implyed and intimated, as Father Pauexte (peakes. And 
fol.23 4. moreouer Puente annexcth, that this is after the ſame ma- 
' ,r(as NEC, as in thebookeof Eſdrasis expreſſed, that the Le- 
| uites, Legerant in libra Legis Dei diſtinit2,co aperte ad intel- 
ligendam : & intellexerunt cam legeretur. If this be gran- 
ted, I would faine hauc the Papiſts them(ſclues anſwere 
me; To whatend ſhould Chriſt preach his Goſpel vnto 
men, but ro the end they might vnderſtand ? for there is 
no reaſon to ſpeake, when that which is delivered and 
ſpokenis not apprehended nor vnderſtood. As $. Augu- 
Tenain1ſs> Fine ſpcakes, and conformable to him, the Biſhop of Tor- 
ger: intetan toſa; The reaſon hereof themſclues doe yeeld : quis nor 

ory -—h ul prodeſt locutionis integritas, quam non ſequitur, intelletus 4u- 
| dientis, And Chritour Lord, ſpeaking of a prophelic in 
theſe words ; qui legit, intelligat : forit he Ccouet not to vn= 
derſtandit, his reading will be to ſmall purpoſe , as Fa- 
Puenteib44, ther Puente notes, and obſerucs. And how is itprobable, 
fol.578, that Chriſt ſhould intimare and declare vnts them his 
will, by meancs of the Epiſtle, when they vnderſtand nor, 
what is therein comprehended. This, as S. Pas! ſayth, 
is rather a breathing into the aire, then an inſtrudting of 
the people. Itis (as we vſually ſay in our Spaniſh tongue) 
predicar en deſierto; to 9 in the deſert : For as the 
precedent Biſhop alleadged ayes , this comes to paſle, 
when cither that which is deliuered is not vn 
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or that doArine which is {gs is not obeyed. Thisis 
not a manifeſting of Gods will vnto men, by the mouth 


of the Prieſt, but a ſpeaking of the Prieſt onely to God a+ gry. incu 
lone, (if ſo be the Prieft vnderftand whathimlelfe reades, Sper, 


f*4.320, 


oth erwiſe no ; ) becauſe, as the Apoſtle teacherh, q»4 /o- 
quitur lingua ignota, non bominibus, ſed Deo toquitar : Des, 

nia intelligtt eum, non hominibus qui non perciptunt eun : 15 
the ſaid Bilhop notes very well,vpon that ſame very place 
of the Apoſtle : conformable ro whom, Father Hurtado 

rooucs, and preacheth, |. quando quis Verba facit, apud 
; Ons ignorantem, ſue lingue, proprie loquendo non [gut 
tur : the reaſon hereof is, quia 4#ualis loguntio, eſt attualis 
ſrenificatio rei, & expreſſio, non eſt autem attualis ignificatio 
ſine attuali perceptione audientis : and hee confirmes it by 
this example , qaia ramus 1ppenſus , non ſignificat aliquid 
attu, niſi quando, attu ex illo cognito, deuenitur in copnitio- 
nem Vini : nec ramas eft ſignum tuments, ſed potatori, From 
all this heretofore exprelſed, I collet,rhat the Pope,more 
through force and feare, then conſent oc will, propoun- 
deth the Scriptures in the Church to the people ; and this 
he doeth in Larine, to the end they may nor conceiue and 
vnderſtand them. Wherein he goes quite contrary to the 
order and courſe helde in the Primitive Church, before 
he began to exerciſe his tyrannies vpon men ; which ve- 
ry order of the Primitiue Church, is now obſeru'd in Ex- 
gland, and throughout all the Reformed Churches, both 
conformable to reaſon, the Commandements of God, 
and Apoſtolicall-inſtruion, which already we haue ſuf- 
ficiently prooued, and will doc more at large, if God per- 
mit me, in another place. 

Our of all this formerly produced, I conclude, that the 
Pope forbids the holy Bible to the common people, nor 
ſo much to reprchend them within the- bounds of ſo- 
brietic, as to retaine them in groſle and palpable igno> 
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rance ; notto' preuent errors. in the faithfull,as to nouriſh 
and maintaine his owne ; not to benehte (oules, bur to 
emptic purſes 3 not to: bridle the pride. of his Subies, 
but to looſe the raines to-his owne vabridled appetites, 
and of a priuate Romance Bilhop, to make him (ot the 
abſolute ſpirituall Head, and high Prieſt of the whole 
world : thus like another Lutifer, he erefting and railing 
vp himſelfe-abouec all chat which is called God. Neither 
doeth he prohibitethe Bible, the precious pearle of Gods 
word, becauſe it ought not to be giuen to ſwine, but in 
that himſelfe is one, and would haue others tobe ſo.teo:; 
not becauſe the ſame is darke and obfcure,: butin that he, 
like a cloſe and lie rtheefe, loues darkeneſſe betrer then 
light, for the attaining to his proper ends and defleignes, 
andthe more calily to tyrannize ouer the world. 
But they thatare deſirous and zealous of their ſaluart- 
on, ought with a gratefull and cheerefull heare, to receiue 
ſo high and inexplicable a benefite , out of Gods divine 
bounty conferred on vs,in declaring vnto vs by the ſacred 
word, his heaucnly. will and pleaſure, (which is plealing 
and acceptable to him, and the ſame odious and offen(iue 
to the other,) that ſo following the one,and flying the 0- 
<thgg,wemay bout dic in his louc and fauour, and 
by this meanes atfaine to be partakers of his glory ;z the 
reatneſle of which benefit, and ſupereminencie of which 
onour, Moſes declared vnto the people in theſe expreſſe 
was, mt Nation i there ſo noble and happy, th.t enioyes 
the Jams Ceremonies, Iudgements, and Lawes of Cod, which 1 
will this day ſes before your eyes? And inthe Palme 148. 
the royall Prophet yeeldeth praiſe vnto God, ſaying, that 
hee had denounced his word to Tacob, and his Indgements to 
Iſrael which grace and fauour he had not ſhewed to any 
other nation of the world. Soas this high and' ſpeciall 
fiuour ſhewed vs by God, in communicating himſelfe vn. 
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to vs by his holy word, ought to bind. vs to be the more 
carefull in ſceking him our, -euen as he commandeth vs; 
and that we might the bgrter doe.it, heepaue order, they 
ſhould be dinulged in our vulgar tongues, and the holy 
Doors exhorts.to the ſame z,moouing vs therefints by 
the example of thoſe inthe Primitiue Church,and others 
that lined many ages after; and alſo-we are hereunto inui- 
ted, by the rare and innumerablehencfits which doe dai- 
ly procced therefrom , deriued from the true knowledge 
we hauctherein of God, and of his Sonne Ieſus Chriſt , if 
wedelire to beknowen of him withapprobartion, and ac- 
ceptation, and that note vsto be his ele&t,throughthe ob- 
ligation wherein wee all ſtand bound, to obſerue his fin- 
cere ſeruice and worlhip, ſubmitring all thoſe remprati- 
ons which ordinarily aflaile vs, ta his holy will and moſt 
ſacred Law, if we meane to obraine victary ouer ourene- 
mies, groſle ignorance and blindnefle, and without which 
this light, muſt needs haue a great power and domination 
ouer vs. Finally it binds vs, neuer to let this ſacred booke 
ofthe holy Scriptures to be out of Qur hands ; the reading 
and meditation thercin , being our moſt important felici- 
tie and happineſle, as may plainely appeare by all that 
which hath _ ſaid, and Foxſecateacheth no leſle, who 
is yet liuingin the Spaniſh Court, and eſteemed for 
one of the greateſt Diuines, and rareſt Prea- 
chers of our time. 
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